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Back to school: The first Indian astronaut to go to the International Space Station, Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, with his wife,
Kamna Shukla, at a felicitation at their alma mater, City Montessori School, in Lucknow on Monday. SANDEEP SAXENA

26_08 2025 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Tribal groups which are resisting Ministry interference
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Tribal gr "?UDS ‘FI?ICh Tribal groups which are resisting
are resisting Ministry Ministry interference
interference ST g S WAy &

o soe FwaT o1 RRIY PR

The groups claimed that
o The groups claimed that interventions by the Tribal

interventions by the

Tribal Affairs Ministry
were “subverting the democratic Affairs Ministry were “subverting the democratic
framework of governance, management framework of governance, management and conservation

. . of community forest resources as recognised and
and conservation of community forest established under the Forest Rights Act, 2006”

resources as recognised and established IR} BT e & 6 ST B U F Ay
under the Forest Rights Act, 2006". pm “QTE, TaY 3R AT o SeHT & TR&0T &
clbdiD &<l Pl BHUIR PR 6 &, o4l [ a7 SHRPR
fUfraw, 2006 F TEd AT U SR R fovan T 6 1

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And
International Relation

1. SC asks Union govt. to draw up rules on social media
conduct

U D¢ A Hg WOR A AIRrd HfSar SR w®
raw 991 &1 et

2. SC stays action against analyst over erroneous post
on polls

gATdl R Yol Ui &I dP: f[axaus & fGarw
HRATS U SC DI D

3. India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific region, agree to
deepen defence ties

URd, fiell A g ssi-uffre & ot srfia 1, 3am
o P TR P R JgHTA SIdTS

4. Modi degree row: Delhi HC quashes CIC’s permission
to inspect university records
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Arel fei faare: et ssoie A fayfaenay Reis &1
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5. Retired judges slam Shah’s comments on Salwa
Judum verdict

Harf-ga <arardiRn 3 Jaar g7 Bad IR UATE B
fewoft #1 fHigr ot
6. Beyond debate

faagaw

7. Friends and foes
ICERILRF|

8. India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

YRA-SITI HeY — R TSR, 75 Wdfiwa g

9. The dangerous wiring together of
conspiracy’ ESIT & WARATP olis-dIs
10. Before legislation becomes litigation

f9u® gHeharst 994 A Tga

11. About 30% of MPs and MLAs face serious criminal
cases

U 30% HiTe MR faurgs 1R oIt A« &1
AT B I 8

12. ‘Let civil society breathe’: two voices on
contemporary challenges

Fafae Trarsd! & 9 a4 & FHSTE gHfadl iR &
IGI|
13. QuIZ

Page4

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

SC asks Union govt. to draw up
rules on social media conduct

The apex court was hearing a case against comedians for insensitive jokes about people with disabilities; the Centre was

asked to work on rules in a bid to balance free speech with the right of varied communities to live in society with dignity

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday said so-

cial media influen-
cers commercialise free
speech, and their com-
ments had the capacity to
hurt sentiments in a di-
verse society, which in-
cludes persons with dis-
abilities, women, children,
senior  citizens, and
minorities.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi asked the Union go-
vernment to work on
guidelines to regulate con-
duct on social media, in-
cluding online shows such
as podcasts, in consulta-
tion with the National
Broadcasters and Digital
Association, represented
by advocate Nisha Bhamb-
hani, in a bid to balance
free speech with the equal-
ly important right of varied
communities to live in so-
ciety with dignity.

The court was hearing a
case against comedians, in-
cluding Samay Raina, for

Q When you are
commercialising,

free speecly, vou shwuld

also bear inmind na

co hare che sendnients

ol ceriain sectionms of

society

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

Supreme Courl judas

QQ Today, we
have an
unforunaie incident
of disabled porsons,
COMOTTOW il ¢un

be aboud women,
children and senior
citizens. Anvbody
Celll Ll T Nraking
fun_ whereis all
this gning (o end?
JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Supeme Sow tjudge

“abusing freedom of
speech and expression” by
making insensitive jokes
about persons with disabil-
ities.

“When you are com-
mercialising free speech,
you should also bear in
mind not to hurt the senti-
ments of certain sections
of society,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

Justice Kant said that by
making insensitive jokes
about persons with disabil-
ities, the constitutional ob-
jective of bringing them in-

to the mainstream was
“completely smashed”.

‘Varied communities’
Justice Bagchi acknow-
ledged that humour was an
irreplaceable part of life,
but levity must not breach
sensibilities. “We are a
country of varied com-
munities,” he said.

Justice Kant said guide-
lines must be framed in a
way that violation would
inevitably lead to specific
consequences. “Unless ef-
fective consequences are

framed, people can zig-zag
their way out of liability.
Consequences must be
proportionate to the harm
done. They cannot be an
empty formality,” he said.
He clarified that the
court was not for a mo-
ment trying to curtail free
speech, but was expecting
the proposed guidelines to
draw a line between free
speech and hurtful speech.

Primary aim
Attorney-General R. Ven-
kataramani, appearing for
the Centre, responded that
the primary objective of
the proposed guidelines
would be sensitisation of
social media users.

“But if somebody vio-
lates, they will have to take
responsibility... Many of
these media blogs are like
feeding your own ego,” Mr.
Venkataramani submitted.

Justice Bagchi pointed
out that the top court had
divided speech into free
speech, commercial
speech, and prohibited
speech. “What we see here
is an overlap of commer-

cial and  prohibited
speech,” the  judge
remarked.

“Today, we have an un-
fortunate incident of dis-
abled persons, tomorrow it
can be about women, chil-
dren and senior citizens.
Anybody can start making
fun... where is all this going
to end?” Justice Kant
asked.

Senior advocate Aparaji-
ta Singh, who represents
M/s SMA Cure Foundation,
which had moved against
the comedians’ remarks
about persons with disabil-
ities, submitted that “what
influencers say matters. It
influences an  entire
generation”.

Ms. Singh said they
could act as ambassadors
to spread awareness and
sensitivity on social media.
“That will be the best apol-
ogy they could make,” Ms.
Singh suggested.

The court directed the
comedians to communi-
cate their unconditional
apology through their
shows. It listed the case in
November.

SC asks Union govt. to draw up rules on social media

conduct

T $IE A Bg IWHR A A= Hifsar smraror v fam
11 &I Hal

The apex court was hearing a case against comedians for insensitive jokes
about people with disabilities; the Centre was asked to work on rules in a bid
to balance free speech with the right of varied communities to live in society

with dignity

Taisd Ty faeaiT @ & IR § sdeeiie
FATPRI & (GATE TH ATHA DI GIdTs DR Y67 UT; P54 T 90 971 &1 Fa1

Jepdl & Raare g
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a1 fora siftraafa ot wadaar ok fafts wgery & e o v & a1y o
& PR | e 9138

d

e The Supreme Court on Monday said social media influencers commercialise free
speech, and their comments had the capacity to hurt sentiments in a diverse society, which
includes persons with disabilities, women, children, senior citizens, and minorities.

U B¢ A AR $! a1 [ Aixra Fifsan srqee™ sifiaafad o wadad &I
ITGERIIBRU B4 g, 3R I fewfort & fafdy T, fSad fasar d@m, Afges, s=, aiky
ANIRD 3R 3IUE S UM &, BT HIGTSH Bl e B BT &HT Bl B

e A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi asked the Union government to work
on guidelines to regulate conduct on social media, including online shows such as podcasts,
in consultation with the National Broadcasters and Digital Association, represented by
advocate Nisha Bhambhani, in a bid to balance free speech with the equally important right of
varied communities to live in society with dignity.

aragfd 3R STgHet IR &1 Uie A % WMHR J AT SlepRed ¢S feftea
TR (e ufafafera siirgadr A= ureirit 3 foran) & wmsf o Jiera @ifsar
TR &1 FHafd B & fore fexnfAds 991 &1 e, aife sifireafe &Y Tz ik fafte
TSR o TRAT & Y S+ & T ¥9 ¥ Tg@yul SGR T Hge o1 35 |

e The court was hearing a case against comedians, including Samay Raina, for “abusing
freedom of speech and expression” by making insensitive jokes about persons with
disabilities.

3T BT HeNbRY, o Twe X471 of =i 8, & Ryars v A & gAars & @t o,
o R fawai afdadl & R § sRide-=Nd gepd a1dhe fiaafad $t Waadl &1 geudnT
TR BT ARY G

¢ “When you are commercialising free speech, you should also bear in mind not to hurt the
sentiments of certain sections of society,” Justice Bagchi observed.

“STe 31T 3Iffa BT Fd=dT BT ATTIBIU R IR 8, dl 3D g 1 e I =nfee fop
AT & $S G bt HIaT3T Y 3MTed - B, <qTawfef IRT= 3 HT |

e Justice Kant said that by making insensitive jokes about persons with disabilities, the
constitutional objective of bringing them into the mainstream was “completely smashed”.

Fid - Dol [ [demdi Tfeddl W sideT=id gegpd SHIHR 36 GAYRT H A &1
TauyTHe IexT I e ¥ 7Y R foar

‘Varied communities’
fafqy Tge™

e Justice Bagchi acknowledged that humour was an irreplaceable part of life, but levity must not
breach sensibilities. “We are a country of varied communities,” he said.
rayfe anTh 3 WeR o s gra Sha &1 srqrufty fow 8, At g U &1 Tderaif &1
ST g1 BT ANMYY | Igi Fal, “gH fafay ggeral w13 g1

e Justice Kant said guidelines must be framed in a way that violation would inevitably lead to
specific consequences. “Unless effective consequences are framed, people can zig-zag their
way out of liability. Consequences must be proportionate to the harm done. They cannot be
an empty formality,” he said.

ATYfd Fid 3 a1 & R 39 aRE 98 oM =1t f Ieea ¥ sfard = u 3§ fafky
R gf| I=1A g, “od adb YHId aRume qg T8t feu S, A raeRt § s &1 T
T vt | gk fT 7T JH & SUTd H g1 A1t 3 Uk @ell U dl gl 8l gahd |”

e He clarified that the court was not for a moment trying to curtail free speech, but was
expecting the proposed guidelines to draw a line between free speech and hurtful speech.

I8 Ty foran S srgrad Srficafad &t Tadadl & HH B Bl DI 8! P el 8, Teh
Esnﬂg?@?gﬁ%ﬁ?wﬁa%mﬁﬁeﬁmaﬁmsﬁ?mmﬁaﬁméa
TS |
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Primary aim

e Iexd

Attorney-General R. Venkataramani, appearing for the Centre, responded that the primary
objective of the proposed guidelines would be sensitisation of social media users.

&% B SR W UM GU e THI-SFRd AR, IHERAVI = FHgl o TRarfad fe=mg=i &1 urufires
3Ie2Y i Hifsar Suaewdfet & Yaga=ita a= T grm|

“But if somebody violates, they will have to take responsibility... Many of these media blogs
are like feeding your own ego,” Mr. Venkataramani submitted.

AP 3R Pl Icciad Bl 5, A I FrHER! ot gl 90 § P HifsaT Al oo orgH
B AR, ff dFeryoht A FETl

Justice Bagchi pointed out that the top court had divided speech into free speech, commercial
speech, and prohibited speech. “What we see here is an overlap of commercial and
prohibited speech,” the judge remarked.

3 g1 o Fate raTag 3 HTYOT & i ol & afeT § — ¥ HTwT,
aiforfsues yTyor 3R i wrwon 3R fewoft a1, st 0 it iR Fiftig HIwoT &1
NRAT T/ R 1"

“Today, we have an unfortunate incident of disabled persons, tomorrow it can be about
women, children and senior citizens. Anybody can start making fun... where is all this going to
end?” Justice Kant asked.

“3(To SR U faehain safeerdl & Jt ue guirayuf ue 8, ool g wigansh, sl 3k aky
ArReT & IR T 81 Tohalt 3| HIs U TSl M1 IR B Thdl 5. T8 Jd Hgl Ih T
gIm?” <amagfd &id A g@Il

Senior advocate Aparajita Singh, who represents M/s SMA Cure Foundation, which had
moved against the comedians’ remarks about persons with disabilities, submitted that “what
influencers say matters. It influences an entire generation”.

ﬁi’b', S SMA Cure Foundation &1 ufafafea s @1 ‘lﬁmﬁm
FHATBRI & [dHaT Afgadl W fewuht & Ry Arder ar™R far o1, 3 &gl f F-orquasd o
H8d & IUPT Hed ¢! I8 T3 Uil &1 yifad e g 1”

Ms. Singh said they could act as ambassadors to spread awareness and sensitivity on social
media. “That will be the best apology they could make,” Ms. Singh suggested.

gl Rig 3 g1 5 3 QR HT] R SIREddT 3R Sae=iad] e & Rie Teigd &1 e
B IR Thd ¢ | I gId o, I Ta 3rasT WIWt g1 7l 3 R Al § 17

The court directed the comedians to communicate their unconditional apology through their
shows. It listed the case in November.

3ETAd = BT HATPRI Bl U XN P A1emH I U=t fAfdarg Arwt 23 &1 iy fean =9 7
DI TR | Yeitgs fobar |
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SC stays action against analyst
over erroneous post on polls

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed the crimi-
nal proceedings against
Sanjay Kumar, psepholo-
gist and co-director of
Centre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies (CSDS),
for a social media post con-
cerning an erroneous ana-
lysis of the 2024 Maharash-
tra Assembly election.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai issued notice to the
State of Maharashtra on a
plea by Mr. Kumar to
quash the criminal pro-
ceedings. During the hear-

GE
2/

—

Sanjay Kumar

ing, the CJI pointed out
that Mr. Kumar had retract-
ed the post.

“He deleted and apolo-
gised. This person has im-
peccable integrity. It was a
mistake,” Mr. Kumar’s

counsel said. The police
had registered two FIRs
against the psephologist.

Mr. Kumar had posted
about the fluctuations in
voter numbers in specific
constituencies. Later, he
had deleted the post upon
realising that the analysis
was wrong. He argued that
a social media post giving
wrong information cannot
form the basis of an FIR for
offences such as forgery.

“Such actions violate
the fundamental princi-
ples of fairness and natural
justice and serve to create
a chilling effect on the exer-
cise of free speech,” Mr.
Kumar said.

SC stays action against analyst over erroneous post on

polls

gATdl R Yol T &I AP f[Axavs & fGare srarg ®

SC &t AP

The Supreme Court on Monday stayed the criminal proceedings against
Sanjay Kumar, psephologist and co-director of Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS), for a social media post concerning an erroneous

analysis of the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly election.

gitH #1d A HHaR Y G99 AR, S {6 Tw gA19 faau® $iR Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) & Hg-fq%® &, & RAe® 2024 AERTY

Iy A W

SRS HrdaTg! U= APH & |

Fequl fazcdunr & S ve Arere Hifsar Ui #1 dee ost
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A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai issued notice to the State of
Maharashtra on a plea by Mr. Kumar to quash the criminal proceedings. During the hearing,
the CJI pointed out that Mr. Kumar had retracted the post.

YRT & G Uiz §1.3(R. 7198 &1 sregeran arell Ue 3 o/ $HR ST ATIHT IR
memﬁ%%qmgmﬁmwm|wﬁ$ﬁmcmﬁm
& g $UR A URe aroy o foram ol

“He deleted and apologised. This person has impeccable integrity. It was a mistake,” Mr.
Kumar’s counsel said. The police had registered two FIRs against the psephologist.

“IBIA URe get faar ofk arwt off A 59 afdd ) SAmeRY 951 B U8 U e o, Herg
PUR & IPIA - FHgTl I 3 39 g1 fazaus & f9ars & FIR & &t off|

Mr. Kumar had posted about the fluctuations in voter numbers in specific constituencies.
Later, he had deleted the post upon realising that the analysis was wrong.

mwﬁwﬁ@wﬁaﬁqeﬁrﬁmwﬁmu 9gId &I ABR TR foba 7| &g o
T I UG gl b fIRayu Terdl & ) S 98 URe gel faa|

He argued that a social media post giving wrong information cannot form the basis of an FIR
for offences such as forgery.

I adb o for T SHeRY ¢ aTel U QiR HfSar URke siradreit s SoRTet & forg FIR
TSl B BT YR T8l 99 el

“Such actions violate the fundamental principles of fairness and natural justice and serve to
create a chilling effect on the exercise of free speech,” Mr. Kumar said.

Ut HRATSTT Ferdr 3R W fad =ar & gare Rigial &1 I det g 3R fraafaa
Pt WAl & IUIAN R 4 BT T8I UGl Rl 6, WoTd PUR - gl |
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India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific
region, agree to deepen defence ties

As per a joint statement, both the sides emphasise the importance of their ‘shared interests in advancing regional peace,

stability, and prosperity’; both the countries agree to work together on UN peacekeeping operations, military medicine

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ing and equipment to

upgrade Fiji’s mari-
time security, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on
Monday.

Welcoming visiting Fi-
jian Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka, Mr. Modi said In-
dia and Fiji “strongly sup-
port a free, open” Indo-
Pacific region as both sides
declared that India would
work to build capacity for
the armed forces of Fiji.

“In our cooperation
with the Pacific island na-
tions, we see Fiji as a hub.
Both our countries strong-
ly support a free, open, in-
clusive, secure, and
prosperous Indo-Pacific.
We warmly welcome In-
dia’s Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative,” Mr. Modi said,
announcing the collabora-
tion between India and the
Fijian military forces.

A joint statement issued
at the end of consultation

l ndia will provide train-

India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific region, agree to deepen

Strategic meeting: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Fiji Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at Hyderabad
House in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

said the two sides empha-
sised the importance of
their “shared interests in
advancing regional peace,
stability, and prosperity”.
“Prime Minister Modi
reaffirmed India’s commit-
ment to advancing the
priority areas of coopera-
tion outlined in the Memo-
randum of Understanding
[MoU] on Defence Cooper-
ation signed in 2017, and to

defence ties

YRd, fibeil A g $s1-URifr® & 31 srdia o1, e dae
P TG B UR gHIA SIdTS

As per a joint statement, both the sides emphasise the importance of their
‘shared interests in advancing regional peace, stability, and prosperity’; both

supporting Fiji’s strategic
priorities in these areas,”
the joint statement said.

Welcomes India’s aid
The two sides agreed to
work together on UN pea-
cekeeping operations, mili-
tary medicine, the White
Shipping Information Ex-
change, and capacity-
building for Fijian military
forces.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Rabuka empha-
sised the need to protect
Fiji's Exclusive Economic
Zone, and welcomed In-
dia’s assurance to assist
with Fiji’s security needs.
“Prime Minister Rabuka
welcomed the planned
port call by an Indian naval
ship to Fiji which will en-
hance maritime coopera-
tion and interoperability.”

During the talks at Hyd-
erabad House here, India
and Fiji signed seven MoUs
that included an agree-
ment on building a super-
specialty hospital in Fiji,
and one on migration and
mobility. Both the leaders
agreed to strengthen coop-
eration against terrorism,
and reiterated condemna-
tion for the terror attack in
Pahalgam. Mr. Modi an-
nounced the gifting of two
ambulances to Fiji’s mili-
tary forces, and the open-
ing of the defence wing in
the High Commission of In-
dia in Fijian capital Suva.
The countries agreed to
enhance cooperation in cy-
bersecurity, and wel-
comed the setting up of a
cybersecurity training cell
in Fiji.

Mr. Rabuka had in July
opposed China’s reported
plans to establish a naval
base in the Pacific islands.
As a signal to the Chinese
side, the statement also
called for a “free, open In-
do-Pacific region”.

the countries agree to work together on UN peacekeeping operations, military
medicine.
YT T & SR, S geit = &t nif, fRRar ok 99fS &t ol sgq o
U= [T fRdl & Agw WX SR feam; g1 d= 7 wige 1y wifa RraAr siftrar
IR = FIfren W faey $19 31 R Jgafd was |

o India will provide training and equipment to upgrade Fiji’s maritime security, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Monday.
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TYTFHAT g WIS - AR DI H51 fb YR ol Bt AT JR&T BT Idd I & forg
URIEOT 3R IUHROT U™ S|

Welcoming visiting Fijian Prime Minister Sitiveni —
Rabuka, Mr. Modi said India and Fiji “strongly support A

a free, open” Indo-Pacific region as both sides pr

declared that India would work to build capacity for £
the armed forces of Fiji. ya \
ool & Tt Rifeasit IgHT &1 WrTa Hd gu, i :

et 3 Fgl fh YR 3R ool “Ha 3R Ja” $s1-
S &7 FT Tgq & T A & Fifd arigai ||/l
3 9N B fob HRA ol Bt G=Iea J1efl B & Vs s | R '
o & Hag | AN
“In our cooperation with the Pacific island nations, we ( ]
see Fiji as a hub. Both our countries strongly support } by by
a free, open, inclusive, secure, and prosperous Indo- ‘ h h
Pacific. We warmly welcome India’s Indo-Pacific :
Oceans Initiative,” Mr. Modi said, announcing the
collaboration between India and the Fijian military >

forces. - g

“URITd GIUTA RN & 1Y THAR FgdIT | g4 fosht ot
T $% & ¥ 8 WA §1 TAR S o U Yo, GaT, JuTaRM, JRMa ok a9 $31-
R &1 Taar @ T Fd &1 §H URd &1 g81-Ufifhe e sfARkrefea o1 mionsh @
WA H3d 8" A Ficl A Hel, HRd IR et 31 Y1sf & ol TN H1 Gvon Hd gul

A joint statement issued at the end of consultation said the two sides emphasised the
importance of their “shared interests in advancing regional peace, stability, and prosperity”.
WRIERT & 3id § IR Ugad 9o & del 7 fob g1 Ut A e wifd, RRar sk 9qfg &1 st
e | 319+ qrEn Ral” & He@ W IR fear!

“Prime Minister Modi reaffirmed India’s commitment to advancing the priority areas of
cooperation outlined in the MoU on Defence Cooperation signed in 2017, and to supporting
Fiji’s strategic priorities in these areas,” the joint statement said.

T SO T Bl T, “GUFHA T 3 2017 H gwarefe I8 TgaRT U GHghdT 39—
(MoU) ¥ 3Ifcafad TganT & wrufies & o1 3 ggM 3R 39 &3 & fpeil 3t Turifa®
ryfirerarait &1 THd A & fou YRd @) ufdesd &1 M’

Welcomes India’s aid

YR $t GeHdl HT WA

The two sides agreed to work together on UN peacekeeping operations, military medicine,

the White Shipping Information Exchange, and capacity-building for Fijian military
forces.

QI Uall A wge 7Y ifa AT sy, S fafen, grge Rifth ga=r sreM-veE
R firsht ot T=ait St grgan fFmfor R e $19 H=7 R Yeafd Jas |

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rabuka emphasised the need to protect Fiji's Exclusive
Economic Zone, and welcomed India’s assurance to assist with Fiji's security needs.

S AR W Siard gu ot gt A ol & fa=iw snfdfe &= (EEZ) &t & 3T smaadmdl R
SR fear iR frsht Bt qRem SRevdl H TgRIdl B & YR & YR HT WA o |

“Prime Minister Rabuka welcomed the planned port call by an Indian naval ship to Fiji which
will enhance maritime cooperation and interoperability.”

A gDt A st § T YR AR et & UaTfad Ui bid &1 WRTd fabaT, S

T TEANT 3R TRER HATe &l &1 9gIa |

During the talks at Hyderabad House here, India and Fiji signed seven MoUs that included
an agreement on building a super-specialty hospital in Fiji, and one on migration and
mobility. Both the leaders agreed to strengthen cooperation against terrorism, and
reiterated condemnation for the terror attack in Pahalgam.

Tl 8eRTdTG 8189 1 §3 dTdl & SR HRd 3R fiboll 3 TTd JHSHET U (MoUs) TR §XT&R
fopu ford fopoht & te guR-WRmfd sRuare s 3R Uara- ud nfa=iierar &R T qagidl
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MG 1| I Ad13h 3 ST aTe & RAATE TgalT & Aolgd H3- R TgHf oTdrg 3R
UgATH T gU 3] g0 oI el &l argrm|

Mr. Modi announced the gifting of two ambulances to Fiji’'s military forces, and the opening
of the defence wing in the High Commission of India in Fijian capital Suva.

ot At 7 foroh @t I1ell B ) AW He FA R it B et gar & YR S=ranT
H Y& THIE TS P GO B

The countries agreed to enhance cooperation in cybersecurity, and welcomed the setting up
of a cybersecurity training cell in Fiji.

ST SR 7 ATgER GR&T H TgAT 96 TR Tgafd SIdTs 3R fholt & ATgay e wikreror dx
T A P W@ fharl

Mr. Rabuka had in July opposed China’s reported plans to establish a naval base in the
Pacific islands.

@;@mﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁm&@wﬁamﬁﬁiﬂqaﬁmmmﬁm
T

As a signal to the Chinese side, the statement also called for a “free, open Indo-Pacific
region”.

At ver B Yohd & w9 H, T99 § “Gad 3R G S1-0Rifw & &t ot srdier &t TS |
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Modi degree row: Delhi HC
quashes CIC’s permission to
inspect university records

1 S

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday quashed the Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sion’s (CIC) 2016 order per-
mitting a Right to
Information (RTI) activist
to inspect Delhi Universi-
ty’s 1978 Bachelor of Arts
(BA) records, the year
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi graduated.

“Something which is of
interest to the public” is
quite different from “so-
mething which is in the pu-
blic interest,” Justice Sa-
chin Dutta remarked as he
set aside the CIC’s order.

In the 175-page com-
bined judgment, Justice
Datta also ruled against the
CIC’s order directing the
CBSE to share Class 10 and
12 records of BJP leader
Smriti Irani to an RTI appli-
cant saying that “there is
no implicit public interest
in respect of the informa-
tion sought”.

On the RTI plea of acti-

The Delhi University told the
HC that the CIC order had
‘far-reaching consequences.

vist Neeraj, the CIC had or-
dered Delhi University
(DU) to allow inspection of
its register containing de-
tails of all students who
passed the BA examination
in 1978 - including their
roll numbers, names, fath-
ers’ names and marks and
to provide certified ex-
tracts of the relevant pag-
es. After the DU challenged
the CIC’s order, the court
stayed it on the very first
hearing, January 24, 2017.
In its plea, the DU had
contended that it cannot

reveal details of personal
information of all students,
who had appeared for BA
in 1978, the year Mr. Modi
cleared the degree. It had
argued that the informa-
tion of students is held in
“fiduciary capacity, the
same is exempt from dis-
closure” under the RTI Act.
The university said the CIC
order had “far-reaching ad-
verse consequences” for
all universities that held
degrees of crores of
students.

Justice Dutta agreed
with the DU’s contention,
noting that the “court can-
not be oblivious to the real-
ity that what may superfi-
cially appear to be an
innocuous or isolated dis-
closure could open the
floodgates of indiscrimi-
nate demands”. “The fact
that the information
sought pertains to a public
figure does not extinguish
privacy/confidentiality
rights over personal data,
unconnected with public
duties,” the court added.
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Modi degree row: Delhi HC quashes CIC’s permission to
inspect university records

Adl &3t faare: faewt ssoie A fayfaenea Rers &1
fYeror w31 ot cic Y rqufd 3E ot

The Delhi High Court on Monday quashed the Central Information
Commission’s (CIC) 2016 order permitting a Right to Information (RTI) activist
to inspect Delhi University’s 1978 Bachelor of Arts (BA) records, the year
Prime Minister Narendra Modi graduated.

ol TIEPI¢ A THAR B HER AT STANT (CIC) F 2016 F 3SR DI Vg, B

faan, f’orad T RTI Frfwdt &1 facelt fayfaenaa & 1978 99 3ITF 3™ (BA)

gg,ﬁwaﬁumﬁaﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁm%mmmﬁﬁ&mmﬁﬁma
|

e “Something which is of interest to the public” is quite different from “something which is in the
public interest,” Justice Sachin Dutta remarked as he set aside the CIC’s order.
“HS T S ST D1 3 BT vy 8 iR “$s T S SHfed | 8 & o 9gd SfaR §, T
fewoft exa gu _amaefe afe g1 = CIC & S1eR &1 AR & fean

e Inthe 175-page combined judgment, Justice Datta also ruled against the CIC’s order
directing the CBSE to share Class 10 and 12 records of BJP leader Smriti Irani to an RTI
applicant saylng that “there is no implicit public interest in respect of the information sought”.
175 UBI & Tgad fvfa &, amaefd g=1 = CIC & 39 e & 1 |ike o= far ford CBSE
ﬁﬁ%ﬂ%mw o7 o a8 mwﬁmwﬁrévrrﬂ%a;&n 10 3R 12 & RRPIS UH RTI 3MAcH
1 T Y, T8 HEd gU [ AR TS THHRI & et § PI3 3fdf-ifed SHfed el 217

¢ On the RTI plea of activist Neeraj, the CIC had ordered Delhi University (DU) to allow
inspection of its register containing details of all students who passed the BA examination in
1978 — including their roll numbers, names, fathers’ names and marks and to provide
certilled extracts of the relevant pages. After the DU challenged the CIC’s order, the court
stayed it on the very [Irst hearing, January 24, 2017.
HAGd AR B RTI ATRTST W, CIC 7 feeddt fayfaemea (pu) & smexr fear ot fo ag saA
I ORER BT FRIE0 B B AT ¢ S 1978 T BA TRI& IR d-A a1l 9t BE1 &1
faaRor g — o A AR, 1, a1 &1 A1 3R 3 2fiva g, 3R Teifera ual ot o wfeat
U FRTS S| DU GRT CIC & TSR &1 I o & dTe, ST 3 39 Ugal of JaTs W), 24
FHat 2017 F1 AT AR faan

¢ Inits plea, the DU had contended that it cannot reveal details of personal information of all
students, who had appeared for BA in 1978, the year Mr. Modi cleared the degree. It had
argued that the information of students is held in “fiduciary capacity, the same is exempt from
disclosure” under the RTI Act. The university said the CIC order had “far-reaching adverse
consequences” for all universities that held degrees of crores of students.

3=t anferee &, Tt faryfaemera = og1 o1 % 98 1978 & BA 37 ara ot a1 ) =g
FHBRI BT fAaR0T IR ol HR Fobdl, ford a9 off Aidt A {3l o &t ot | 397 gaita & ot fs
BE B TSR “fayra-ia guar 3 & 78 €, ok 98 RTI fUfaw & 95d WA ¥ g g
fayfaenea = &gl fo cic &1 e 39 9t fayfasmeral o forg gt ufdee uRkom ¢,
S U BRIST Bl Bt f$fal iz €1

o Justice Dutta agreed with the DU’s contention, noting that the “court cannot be oblivious to
the reality that what may superficially appear to be an innocuous or isolated disclosure could
open the floodgates of indiscriminate demands”. “The fact that the information sought pertains
to a public figure does not extinguish privacy/confidentiality rights over personal data,
unconnected with public duties,” the court added.

grayfd &1 A DU Pt geltd & TgHfa SidTs 3R $el f% “sierad 59 arafadmdl § SFfNT T8l
T Al o S gt dR WR gIFRIGd AT S1e-4erT YA Udiid of Abdl ¢, a8 SfeTeje il &
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Retired judges slam
Shah’s comments on
Salwa Judum verdict

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A group of 18 retired judges
of the Supreme Court and
High Courts have penned a
joint statement against
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
remarks on the Supreme
Court’s Salwa Judum judg-
ment, saying that such
“prejudicial misinterpreta-
tion” will have a “chilling
effect on the judges of the
Supreme Court, shaking
the independence of the
judiciary”.

The signatories, includ-
ing the former Supreme
Court judges Justices Ku-
rien Joseph, Madan B. Lo-
kur, and ]. Chelameswar,
said it would be wise to re-
frain from “name-calling”.

Mr. Shah had accused
Justice B. Sudershan Reddy
(Retd.), Vice-President
election candidate and co-
author of the 2011 judg-
ment, of “supporting” Nax-
alism. He had said that if
Justice Reddy had not deli-
vered the judgment, left-
wing extremism would
have ended before 2020.

‘Campaign civilly’
“While the campaign for
the office of the Vice-Presi-
dent of India may well be
ideological, it can be con-
ducted civilly and with dig-
nity. Criticising the so-
called ideology of either
candidate should be es-
chewed,” the retired judg-
es said.

Out of respect for the of-

Amit Shah had accused Justice
B. Sudershan Reddy of
‘supporting’ Naxalism.

fice of the Vice-President,
it would be wise to refrain
from “name-calling”, they
said.

‘Exposing lies’

Citing the statement of the
judges, the Congress criti-
cised Mr. Shah, saying that
there were still people in
India courageous enough
to call him out. In a post on
X, Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said, “The Union Home Mi-
nister that our country has
the great misfortune of
having a two-in-one WMD
— a weapon of malicious
defamation as well as a
weapon of mischievous
distortion. But there are
still people in India coura-
geous enough to call him
out.”

He said retired Supreme
Court judges, retired Chief
Justices of High Courts,
and retired judges of High
Courts, had now “exposed
his lies” about Justice Su-
dershan Reddy.

Retired judges slam Shah’s
comments on Salwa Judum verdict

qrarei=m A gear ggq
P W 2 ot fewvft # fHer ot

A group of 18 retired judges of the Supreme
Court and High Courts have penned a joint
statement against Home Minister Amit Shah’s
remarks on the Supreme Court’s Salwa Judum
judgment, saying that such “prejudicial
misinterpretation” will have a “chilling e[ lect on
the judges of the Supreme Court, shaking the
independence of the judiciary”.

gitH B¢ 3R 818 HIEH & 18 Aarf-ga arareh=n
¥ U HYE 3 e aifta e 9 wedT JgH
ﬁmﬁwaﬁm{%mﬁ%mwmm
IR} o, forad w1 T fob ot “ugraraygut wTed
RS HT “GHH DI & YT W HATag YUG
TSI 3R ATt &t Tz fea wreft” |

e The signatories, including the former Supreme Court
judges Justices Kurien Joseph, Madan B. Lokur, and J.
Chelameswar, said it would be wise to refrain from “name-
calling”.

gHERGArsl § gd gutd e e $ia saw, ge-
. A iR o, AadyR WA A, 5= Fe1 fF “Trei-TTene @
CESIRCIF-tI iRl

e Mr. Shah had accused Justice B. Sudershan Reddy
(Retd.), Vice-President election candidate and co-author of
the 2011 judgment, of “supporting” Naxalism. He had said that
if Justice Reddy had not delivered the judgment, left-wing
extremism would have ended before 2020.

ot 21T 3 =araf ot i&"r(ﬁmﬁﬁ) SwIyufd g9
Irfigar 3R 2011 & & g-aWd, R qaddre “gad

T SR T 11 G0 el o1 b afe Trrafel X Y 9 thareln 1) g @ver, o areaed
ITATE 2020 Y U &1 JHIG 1 11 Bil |

‘Campaign civilly’

o “While the campaign for the office of the Vice-President of India may well be ideological, it
can be conducted civilly and with dignity. Criticising the so-called ideology of either candidate

T TR BV
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should be eschewed,” the retired judges said.

“URT & SWIPUTI US & 7Y TaR [GaRURTES §1 Il §, Al 39 RMTeiial IR TRAT &
1y foran o wehdt g1 fredt ot STfigar & Hid f[aRYRT &1 saiemT & S9-1 91fge,” Jar-ad
Tt A el

Out of respect for the office of the Vice-President, it would be wise to refrain from “name-
calling”, they said.

SWRIYUFd & UG & THM H, I51H $gl [ “Tel-TTairel 3 Sa1 gGAr grft 1"

‘Exposing lies’
GO Bl IANR HIAT

Citing the statement of the judges, the Congress criticised Mr. Shah, saying that there were
still people in India courageous enough to call him out. In a post on X, Congress
communications chief Jairam Ramesh said, “The Union Home Minister said that our
country has the great misfortune of having a two-in-one WMD — a weapon of malicious
defamation as well as a weapon of mischievous distortion. But there are still people in India
courageous enough to call him out.”
=T & S o1 gaTe Sd §U BTN 3 ol 218 B SHTalra Bt 3R el s URa o onnft oft
T AN & 5 I SFh1d A &1 169 ¢ | T TR URE H, SO AR W STaRTH THRT A
e, “GHR o & [0 U 3T 91 ¢ o Feila e At YT 8§ § — U g¥ HIHe1H &
TR SR TORT IRRA fapfa o1 8aR | dfde yRa # st +ft ¥ v § o 3% aame
TR HTIRH g1
He said retired Supreme Courtjudges retired Chief Justices of High Courts, and retired
judges of High Courts, had now “exposed his lies” about Justice Sudershan Reddy.
I2h e b YaTTT GUTE B¢ ararehei, SaTigd g1 S & g Arard R
gmﬁqazﬁaﬁémsﬂvﬁ 3 ATl GUR ¥ 6 IR H “ID S I IR’ Hx fea
I
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S il Logisaure |
Beyond debate

Dysfunction of legislatures is due to
concentration of power in the executive

‘ ddressing the two-day All India Speakers’

Conference in New Delhi on August 24,
Union Home Minister Shah called atten-
tion to the frequent disruptions that have para-
lysed deliberations in Assemblies and Parlia-
ment. His point that “debate must take place in a
democracy” is beyond any debate. But when one
goes beyond the truism, a picture of India’s re-
presentative democracy in distress emerges. Bit-
terness between the government and the Opposi-
tion has erased the scope for any common
ground, and Parliament has been reduced to a
theatre of mutual diatribe. His remarks followed
soon after the Opposition’s protests, demanding
adebate on the Special Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, that led to repeated adjourn-
ments. Most of the legislative business was car-
ried out with little or no debate. In a session with
21 sittings spread out over 32 days, 15 Bills were
passed. According to PRS Legislative Research’s
analysis, the Lok Sabha functioned for 29% of its
scheduled time, and the Rajya Sabha for 34% —
the lowest functioning seen during the 18th Lok
Sabha. Two-thirds of the planned time was lost to
repeated adjournments. In the Lower House, on-
ly 8% of starred questions received an oral reply,
while it was 5% in the Upper House. On 12 days in
the Rajya Sabha and on seven in the Lok Sabha,
no questions were answered orally over the 21
days. Question Hour, an instrument of executive
accountability, has been rendered ineffective.
The dysfunction of legislatures is linked to
concentration of power in the chief executive,
the Prime Minister and Chief Ministers. Accord-
ing to the Annual Review of State Laws 2024 by
PRS Legislative Research, State Assemblies met
for an average of just 20 days in 2024, down from
28 in 2017. Larger States such as Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh recorded only 16 sitting
days, while Odisha and Kerala led with 42 and 38
days, respectively. More than half the Bills were
passed on the same day, with little debate. Eight
Assemblies do not have a Deputy Speaker; the
Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy Speaker since
June 2019. Parliamentary committees that used
to be a platform for more deliberative and less
acrimonious debates have also become vulnera-
ble to partisanship. It is propitious that Mr. Shah
thinks that there should be more debate in legis-
latures, but it will be meaningful only when the
government translates that view into action by
engaging with the Opposition. A starting point
can be a consensus election of an Opposition
leader as the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

Beyond debate

faarg a W

. Dysfunction of legislatures is due to
concentration of power in the executive.
T g1faa &1

fufReTan @1 srouaw &1 HRU FRIUTIST
FABR B

Parliamentary Disruptions and Declining Legislative
Functioning

T SaRiy 3R Yyt erdyomedt & fRrae

. Addressing the two-day All India Speakers’
Conference in New Delhi on August 24, Union Home
Minister Shah called attention to the frequent disruptions
that have paralysed deliberations in Assemblies and
Parliament.

24 3R $I 73 faeeh & smifSia &Y Reawiiy sif@a urdig
U TR B YaIId B gU Had g HaAl ME - IR-
IR B aTel faRIe BT 3R & b iNd fohar, g
fayrTamadt ﬁ?wﬁmaﬁuﬂwﬁm%

) His point that “debate must take place in a

democracy” is beyond any debate.

%Gﬂwa%’ﬁ'g’% “dipas § 989 gl 91fee” fpdl ;gg AW
I

° But when one goes beyond the truism, a picture of

India’s representative democracy in distress emerges.

QAfb o9 3 YT T ¥ S 9ad 8, af URd & ufafaf

Arhad b Adbe I aWR AE 37T 5|

. Bitterness between the government and the

Opposition has erased the scope for any common ground,

and Parliament has been reduced to a theatre of mutual

diatribe.

WPHR R fauer & dig ot Hearee A T ot Tz snuR ot

HYTT ] THT R T 8, 3R THe IR B Tara-l

1 4 TR G TS B

. His remarks followed soon after the Opposition’s

protests demanding a debate on the Special Intensive

Revision of electoral rolls in Bihar, that led to repeated

adjournments.

3 99 faues & fajiy we=iA & R a1e oM, o fagr
# Haerar Gt & =Y 5T gARIEI01 R 959 & °iT B T8
2, o HRUI TR-TR VA g3l

. Most of the legislative business was carried out
with little or no debate.

st Rremft wRfaTét aga @ a1 R agw ¥ o 1 )

. In a session with 21 sittings spread out over 32
days, 15 Bills were passed.

32 fa=Y & Heft 21 do®! ard Th I3 15 fadges T feu
|
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According to PRS Legislative Research’s analysis, the Lok Sabha functioned for 29% of its
scheduled time, and the Rajya Sabha for 34% — the lowest functioning seen during the
18th Lok Sabha.

Fremey faurft sraeem & faxawor & SR, AeayT 7 o+ e Twg &1 Had 29%
3R ISTTUT A 34% F forar — T 18t AHAUT & SR WM T TaQ HH SR 7|
Two-thirds of the planned time was lost to repeated adjournments.

oo T 1 )-faets iR TR-aR A # | |

In the Lower House, only 8% of starred questions received an oral reply, while it was 5% in
the Upper House.

el 9e= H 9 8% dRIfed UM &1 A IR fear man, Sefes Hudt Fe= # I8 5% Ul

On 12 days in the Rajya Sabha and on seven in the Lok Sabha, no questions were
answered orally over the 21 days.

%ﬁa‘r’ﬁﬁmwﬁ12%@?@@Mﬁ7%ﬂ‘fﬂ$%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@$ﬁqﬁ
|

Question Hour, an instrument of executive accountability, has been rendered ineffective.
BT LT GYPTA 3 SYUTH 8 T 5|

Declining Functioning of Legislatures

faurayTe # gedt sriyumel

The dysfunction of legislatures is linked to concentration of power in the chief executive,
the Prime Minister and Chief Ministers.

faumuTet @t Frddar &1 Yey gt o genifial o ger erdfetial § e &
FHABUT I B

According to the Annual Review of State Laws 2024 by PRS Legislative Research, State
Assemblies met for an average of just 20 days in 2024, down from 28 in 2017.

Ty faurft srgeem & aiftfe Isa S THtam 2024 & 3R, 2024 § I
faurRIyIeH 3T i d6d Had 20 faT &Y, S 2017 & 28 fa=1 § o0 off|

Larger States such as Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh recorded only 16 sitting days,
while Odisha and Kerala led with 42 and 38 days respectively.

TS Il oI IR WSRT 3R e WS & Had 16 96 gs, Tadh NS 3R Bt HHT: 42
3 38 faY & ATy WEH ST 33

More than half the Bills were passed on the same day, with little debate.

3 | AR fadae It fa wifva = few 7Y, &R 37 R 9gd U T &2

Eight Assemblies do not have a Deputy Speaker; the Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy
Speaker since June 2019.

3T faemuTait & Sureer 8T §; SR AHaYT H S 2019 A SUTHE TR B
Parliamentary committees, once a platform for deliberative and less acrimonious
debates, have also become vulnerable to partisanship.

glwﬂnvﬁﬁm S FHoft faaRyut o $U Fg Tl &1 79 ff, 39 verTa & RieR g1 18
|

Way Forward
3T BT T

It is propitious that Mr. Shah thinks there should be more debate in legislatures, but it will
be meaningful only when the government engages with the Opposition.

g Y Hdhd ¢ fob =mme ot A © s faemrwnant & e agw gt a1fgy, e ag aaft
T SR 919 WP faues | Harg o1

A starting point can be a consensus election of an Opposition leader as the Deputy
Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

gﬁwmﬁwm%ww&%wﬁﬁa%h%qﬁwﬁﬁw@aﬁww
|
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Devices of Parliamentary Proceedings:

Question Hour

e The first hour of every sitting of Parliament is reserved for Question Hour.

e During this time, Members of Parliament (MPs) ask questions to ministers, who are obliged
to answer.

o It is an important tool of legislative control over the executive, making it central to
parliamentary democracy.

Types of Questions

1. Starred Question

o Marked with an asterisk (*).

o Requires an oral answer in the House.

o MP is allowed to ask supplementary questions (maximum 2) based on the minister’s

reply.

o Notice Period: 15 clear days required (as per Lok Sabha rules).
2. Unstarred Question

o Requires a written reply from the minister.

o No supplementary questions are allowed.

o Notice Period: 15 clear days.

o Answers are laid on the Table of the House and published in the official records.
3. Short Notice Question

o Raised on matters of urgent public importance.

o Notice Period: Less than 10 clear days.

o Answered orally by the minister in the House.

o The consent of the Speaker/Chairman is mandatory.

Significance of Question Hour

e Accountability: Keeps the executive answerable to Parliament.
e Checks and Balances: Prevents arbitrary decisions and misuse of power.
o Transparency: Replies are recorded, published, and scrutinized by the media and public.
o Exposing Scams: Historically, corruption scandals have surfaced through Question Hour.
o Example: LIC-Mundhra scandal (1957) came to light due to questions in Parliament,
forcing Finance Minister T.T. Krishnamachari to resign.

Issues in Functioning

1. Disruptions:

o A major casualty of parliamentary ruckus.

o In 2015, only 26% of Question Hour time was effectively used.

o In 2020 (Monsoon Session), this dropped to 20% due to suspensions and disruptions.
2. Suspensions:

o 2020 Monsoon Session: Question Hour was suspended due to COVID-19 restrictions

(reduced sitting hours). This invited strong criticism from MPs and civil society.

3. Corruption:
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o 2005: "Cash for Questions" scam exposed MPs who took money to raise specific
questions.

o It eroded credibility but also led to stricter scrutiny by the Ethics Committee.

4. Underutilization:

o Many MPs fail to use this device effectively due to lack of research, staff, or
technical expertise.

o Developed democracies (like the UK’s “Prime Minister’s Questions”) show greater
preparation and sharper accountability.

Recent Updates

o Digital Transformation: MPs can now submit questions through the Parliamentary Portal
(e-Notice system), making the process transparent.

e Reforms Suggested: The National Commission to Review the Working of the
Constitution (2002) suggest strengthening research support for MPs to improve the quality of
questions.

Zero Hour

e Unlike Question Hour, Zero Hour is not mentioned in the Rules of Procedure of
Parliament.

e Itis an Indian innovation (started in 1962) in parliamentary practices.

o It begins immediately after Question Hour and continues until the House takes up its
scheduled business.

Features

e MPs can raise matters of urgent public importance.

e No prior notice required.

e Ministers may respond immediately or later.

o Flexible in nature, but regulated by Speaker (Lok Sabha) / Chairman (Rajya Sabha).

Significance

o Acts as a safety valve for raising issues outside the listed agenda.
e Provides space for public grievances to be raised quickly.
e Over time, it has become an institutionalized convention, though extra-legal.

Recent Updates

e COVID-19 Period (2020): Duration of Zero Hour was curtailed to 30 minutes due to reduced
sitting hours.

o Now restored to normal practice (about 1 hour in Lok Sabha).

o Restriction: In recent sessions, the number of Zero Hour submissions per MP has been limited
to ensure order and efficiency.
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Friends and foes

Pakistan is filling the void created by the
alienation of India from Bangladesh

n the first such visit in 13 years, Pakistan’s

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar travelled to Dha-

ka over the weekend to meet with members
of the Bangladeshi interim government, headed
by Muhammad Yunus, and hold talks with his
counterpart, Touhid Hossain. Ties had been
tense since 2009, when Sheikh Hasina came to
power, and under strain over the prosecution of
those who colluded with Pakistan during the 1971
liberation war — and the assassination of her fath-
er Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most of her fami-
ly in 1975. In 2015, Bangladesh demanded the ex-
pulsion of a Pakistani diplomat over links to a
terror group and recalled its High Commissioner
to Islamabad after Pakistan protested the hang-
ing in Bangladesh of those found guilty of collu-
sion in 1971. Although the two nations subse-
quently restored envoys, they began to repair ties
after Ms. Hasina’s ouster last August. The process
was also nudged by China, which convened a tri-
lateral mechanism with Bangladesh and Pakista-
ni officials in Kunming. In Dhaka, there was
agreement to restore visa facilitation for diplo-
mats, have direct flights, grant scholarships for
Bangladeshi students and ways to enhance trade
from current lows of less than a billion dollars.
However, the Yunus government has refused to
move on decades-old Bangladeshi demands for
reparations from Pakistan. These include a for-
mal apology for the genocide in 1971 perpetrated
by Pakistani forces, financial compensations and
the repatriation of thousands of “Stranded Pakis-
tanis” or Urdu-speaking Muhajirs who had mi-
grated there after Partition and still held alle-
giance to West Pakistan. While meeting Mr. Dar,
Mr. Yunus also called for strengthening regional
cooperation, including a revival of the SAARC
process. India has eyed the thaw in Islamabad-
Dhaka ties with some suspicion, given reports
that Pakistani diplomats supported Jamaat-e-Is-
laami student activists during the anti-Hasina
protests last year. Of greater concern has been
military and intelligence contacts.

While there is no question that New Delhi has
cause to feel cut out and bruised by the new-
found bonhomie between an erstwhile ally and a
long-time foe, it is time that South Block adopts a
more realistic prism. Pakistan is stepping into the
breach caused by the strain in India-Bangladesh
ties. Although Mr. Modi met Mr. Yunus in April
and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met
Mr. Hossain on the side-lines of other internation-
al events, neither has contemplated a visit, nor
has Mr. Yunus been invited. With the announce-
ment of elections in Bangladesh, in February,
New Delhi must also broaden its political engage-
ment with political parties there, even as it nudg-
es the Yunus government to a more inclusive pro-
cess. In the absence of a stronger regional South
Asian grouping, New Delhi has a difficult task in
holding sway over bilateral ties between any of its
neighbours, especially Bangladesh and Pakistan.

for diplomats, have direct flights, grant scholarships for Bangladeshi students and
enhance trade from current lows of less than a billion dollars.

STPT ¥ T8 YgHia & b pe-ifam) & g e gfirer st @t omg, AR ssH T= Y,

Friends and foes

ICER IR

¢ Pakistan is filling the void created by the alienation of India
from Bangladesh.

TIfFAT I WIS B R QT 8 Sff R & AT I
ST & HRUT I g3 & |

Paklstan Foreign Minister’s Visit to Bangladesh

P YET WR UIfhEH & faewr 73t

¢ In the first such visit in 13 years, Pakistan’s Foreign

Minister Ishaq Dar travelled to Dhaka over the weekend to
meet with members of the Bangladeshi interim government,
headed by Muhammad Yunus, and hold talks with his
counterpart, Touhid Hossain.

13 qul # ugel Ot I #, nfeaq & fadw v g s R A
HATgId H ST 1 I Y, W6l 311 ewIg gId & g arel!
TAATRRT DI ANT PR & T I abId o1 3R 30
e diElg g9 I STaaid B
¢ Ties had been tense since 2009, when Sheikh Hasina came
to power, and under strain over the prosecution of those who
colluded with Pakistan during the 1971 liberation war —
and the assassination of her father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and most of her family in 1975.

&t/ 2009 F FAAYYI XQ TG A T I H S8, 3R TG
19 3R Fgl Ffd 1971 F Yigw wurg ¥ urfbwar & a1y
el orTa = 91l IR GG T, T 1975 | ST fuar
g HolgR TewT 3R TRaR & siftreie wawl & gar g3
¢ In 2015, Bangladesh demanded the expulsion of a
Pakistani diplomat over links to a terror group and recalled
its High Commissioner to Islamabad after Pakistan protested

the hanging in Bangladesh of those found guilty of collusion in
1971.

2015 #, SARY A U UTfhIa IS B Tddbaral
e | YUl & HROT ARG B B AT BI 3R Ui
R 1971 ® fAreftvima & ifval &) Wit R 3mufxy Sam & a1
3T §TE BIUYR B ITAHIETG I a0 i fern|

o Although the two nations subsequently restored envoys, they
began to repair ties after Ms. Hasina’s ouster in August 2024.
The process was also nudged by China, which convened a
trilateral mechanism with Bangladesh and Pakistan in
Kunming.
BTdifch a1G H G o0l - gd S8l [y, AT SRR 2024 |
Feft &<iTT Y T | faers & 91 8 ey gURA | 39 Uik
o | 3 i vt fovar, forg pafdiT & sivene ok
Urfored= & 91y Ueh Fruefta d= smaford foan|

o In Dhaka, there was agreement to restore visa facilitation
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¢ However, the Yunus government has refused to move on decades-old Bangladeshi
demands for reparations from Pakistan. These include a formal apology for the 1971
genocide, financial compensations, and the repatriation of thousands of “Stranded
Pakistanis” (Urdu-speaking Muhajirs).
BT, I TRPR - Ui o GRID1 R TSR F3mast & HiT &I 3 ggH I
PR IR faT| T8 1971 F RUSR & ¢ siuarie are, faxiia gamasn, sk goiRl wd
B uIfhzart=ay (Ig-urht gerforY) ot arosh =i &1

e  While meeting Mr. Dar, Mr. Yunus also called for strengthening regional cooperation,
including a revival of the SAARC process.

ot SR Y GaAehId & SR, St T 7 & e B Aeigd B &1 A 3, o |
wiehaT &1 goitad Wwiﬁang
¢ India has eyed the thaw in Islamabad-Dhaka ties with some suspicion, given reports that

Pakistani diplomats supported Jamaat-e-Islami student activists during the anti-Hasina
protests in 2024. Of greater concern has been military and intelligence contacts.

YR 3 STATHTEIG-aThT Jael # 9 o) Gag 3t 7R I 31T &, Fifer Raid off fr wifepwar
ISHRIBT A 2024 F gHAT fARIET U2l & SR FTHIG-T-3TATH BT SRIPGA13i BT JHdT
foran| T 1t oSt Rl =1 3R Qi wusl o1 & |1

¢ While there is no question that New Delhi has cause to feel cut out and bruised by the
newfound bonhomie between an erstwhile ally and a long-time foe, it is time that South

Block adopts a more realistic prism.

SH D13 Hag ol o 1 feeedt &) o yd wganhl ok o 970 9 =g & ofie ¢ 37 Higrgyul
TaY Y TER SR e TG TR T HRUI , Afch 3d T T 71 § % A8y =l U
31 gyrardt ef¥wior s

e Pakistan is stepping into the breach caused by the strain in India-Bangladesh ties.
Although Mr. Modi met Mr. Yunus in April and S. Jaishankar met Mr. Hossain on the

sidelines of international events, neither has contemplated a visit, nor has Mr. Yunus been
invited.

IR WRA-SRATRT Hael & 38 aRIR &1 WRA P SR B 38T 3| graifes ot 7t

e # ft g7 | GeTeTd Bt SR TH. AR A SRITHY el & gRH ft gaT |

aATdTd Y, A 7 o foelt 3 g R faar fasan 8 ok 7 8 ft g &Y smwifaa fasar man 81
¢ With the announcement of elections in Bangladesh in February 2025, New Delhi must

broaden its political engagement with political parties there, even as it nudges the Yunus
government to a more inclusive process.

WA} 2025 H AT & FATA BT WO & 1Y, T3 foeet B! 981 &) oo urieat &
ATY (YT ISHHa® TSTd S ANy, 1Y B TIH IRBR B Uh s THTARN ufshar ot
3R URd H=1 A1

¢ Inthe absence of a stronger regional South Asian grouping, New Delhi has a difficult task

in holding sway over bilateral ties between any of its neighbours, especially Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

memmﬁwaﬁ&ﬁq@ﬁﬁ T faceht & for oo ot off v,
VIR TR 3R IR, & Try fFuefg Tee | TUIG 9910 61 B3 1 3|

www.patrioticias.in

Page22

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

O]

Patriotic |

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

B TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
P_lapan and China, that begins from August

29, comes at a time of flux in global
geopolitics. While there is a tentative easing of
tensions between India and China after years of
strain, there is also growing uncertainty about
New Delhi’s ties with Washington as the Trump
administration seems to be doing everything in its
power to push India away. Thus, Mr. Modi’s
engagement in Tokyo carries weight well beyond
the bilateral.

Japan’s major investment plan

At the heart of the visit lies Japan’s
announcement of a ¥10 trillion (about $68 billion)
investment plan in India to be spread over the
next decade. This pledge, among the most
ambitious Tokyo has ever made to New Delhi, is
designed to boost the infrastructure,
manufacturing, clean energy, and technology
partnership. It signals Japan’s long-term stake in
India’s growth story at a time when many global
investors remain cautious about China. The fact
that Japan is also investing in the next-generation
E10 series Shinkansen for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail corridor
reflects economic collaboration alongside Tokyo’s
willingness to transfer cutting-edge technology to
India.

On the strategic front, the two countries are
expected to revise the 2008 Joint Declaration on
Security Cooperation, reorienting their security
and defence partnership in accordance with
contemporary realities. The proposed Economic
Security Initiative — it covers semiconductors,
critical minerals, pharmaceuticals, and clean
energy — anchors Japan more firmly within
India’s quest for diversified supply chains. Also
significant is the upgrade of their digital
partnership, which is now expected to cover
artificial intelligence and startup ecosystems.
These initiatives place India-Japan ties at the
forefront of technological and security
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The Prime
Minister’s Japan
visit highlights
India’s steady
strategic intent,
with signals to
China and

the US.

cooperation in Asia, reinforcing their shared
commitment to a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. factor, a case of strategic balancing
The timing of the visit is important. After the
Tokyo meeting, Mr. Modi is scheduled to attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit
in Tianjin, China. Bilateral ties, though scarred by
the 2020 Galwan clash, are demonstrating
tentative signs of stabilisation with the
resumption of direct flights, visa relaxations, and
trade facilitation efforts. The visit, from Tokyo to
Beijing in a single week, reflects a strategic
balancing in many ways. First, it underscores
India’s ability to engage with a trusted strategic
partner and a neighbouring competitor without
allowing one relationship to dictate the other.
Second, it signals that India can
compartmentalise. With Tokyo, the focus is on
advancing economic security, defence
cooperation, and Indo-Pacific stability. With
Beijing, the emphasis will likely be on managing
tensions, exploring limited confidence-building
measures, and keeping communication lines
open.

The balancing becomes even more
consequential against the backdrop of Mr.
Trump’s unpredictability, which has cast a
shadow on the reliability of the United States as a
steady partner. Mr. Trump stands to unravel
years of careful effort invested in building the
New Delhi-Washington partnership. Successive
administrations on both sides, from George W.
Bush to Joe Biden, worked to transform a
once-fractious relationship into a cornerstone of
Indo-Pacific strategy, anchored in defence
cooperation, technology sharing, and growing
people-to-people ties. So far, Trump 2.0 risks
eroding this progress. The Quad (India, Australia,
Japan, the U.S.) too, remains essential to India’s
Indo-Pacific vision, but its trajectory appears
rocky as U.S. engagement turns episodic. The

grouping was conceived as a platform to pool
capacities among like-minded democracies, yet
its momentum has always depended on
Washington’s willingness to commit consistently.
Under Mr. Trump’s second term, signals of
disengagement and a narrower view of alliances
risk diluting the Quad’s strategic coherence. For
India, Japan and Australia, this raises pressing
questions about sustaining the initiative’s
credibility and operational depth.

Beyond economics and defence, there is a
broader political signal embedded in the visit. By
stepping up its engagement with India, Japan is
not just diversifying its economic footprint but is
also reinforcing the idea that dedicated long-term
cooperation can deliver tangible outcomes.

The message
The Tokyo visit is thus less about short-term
diplomatic outcomes and more about signalling
steady strategic intent — that India is willing to
keep channels with Beijing open, prepared to
navigate U.S. unpredictability, and determined to
deepen enduring partnerships with like-minded
powers in the region. Japan’s commitments also
reinforce India as one of its most reliable partners
in navigating the challenges of the Indo-Pacific,
from economic resilience to maritime security.
The visit will highlight one of the most
enduring features of Indian diplomacy in recent
years: flexibility without losing strategic clarity. In
a phase of protracted geopolitical uncertainty, it
is Japan that emerges as India’s anchor partner.
Washington’s commitment is wavering under
Trump’s short-sightedness, while Beijing remains
a competitor whose gestures of normalisation
cannot yet ease underlying mistrust. Tokyo offers
consistency, resources and a shared strategic
outlook rooted in democratic values and a free
and open Indo-Pacific. Therefore, the visit to
Japan is not just about consolidating an old
partnership. It is about recognising where India’s
most dependable ballast lies.

India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

YRA-STUM JaY — R II3ieR, 75 WdfHeang

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Visit to Japan and China

TUTHA g A BT SUE SR 64 g

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan and China that begins from August 29,
comes at a time of flux in global geopolitics.

gyHET g A Y STa 3R A9 Y T o 20 SFRG A YE EIRE ¢, ST I B R
w9 Ay YOI & oRad T HTER B

o While there is a tentative easing of tensions between India and China after years of strain,
there is also growing uncertainty about New Delhi’s ties with Washington as the Trump
administration seems to be doing everything in its power to push India away.

3 aul b a1d & 915 YR 3R N9 F &t a1 § 9 St oS @, ae) aifRivTed ¥ a1y =8
foeeht & el wR sifAfiadr s¢ W § wife du U= YRA &1 R A & e v ya vard

HRdl fea TET B |

e Thus, Mr. Modi's engagement in Tokyo carries weight well beyond the bilateral.

zgferg, &t At 1 S & yrfiet Saa fgueha mea I o 3ifie Aea &l 71
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Japan’s Major Investment Plan

ST &1 T a1 g

At the heart of the visit lies Japan’s announcement of a ¥10 trillion (about $68 billion)
investment plan in India to be spread over the next decade.

Y UAT & S A g STUH 3t avon fr 98 HRa § ¥10 Rferam (@ ses faferam) &1
a1 e, S ofTe =1 # fosar S|

This pledge, among the most ambitious Tokyo has ever made to New Delhi, is designed to
boost infrastructure, manufacturing, clean energy, and technology partnership.

Tg arel, S 75 el & fore S g1 e 7o 9o Heareielt arel § ¥ Ue 8, giRand! @,
fafrmtor, W= St ok Meifiet agie™t & 9gar ¢ & fe gl

It signals Japan’s long-term stake in India’s growth story at a time when many global
investors remain cautious about China.

Tg <uifdr g fr HRd &) At mut § st ) Srderfoe e 3, 39 999 o9 &8
3f¥y faze A Bl dHR Tas &

The fact that Japan is also investing in the next-generation E10 series Shinkansen for
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail corridor reflects economic collaboration
alongside Tokyo’s willingness to transfer cutting-edge technology to India.

T8 a & ST erTeft Widt @Y E10 g Rieaa A f < o2 3871 8 o 4as-
ITHGATE BT5-TIS ¥ BINSR & 1L 7, 3ffes WeahT 3fk URd 1 Sad Wt
FEAARYT 3 P I P 35T Y Tl g

Strategic and Security Cooperation

YOI 3R Y& TganT

On the strategic front, the two countries are expected to revise the 2008 Joint Declaration
on Security Cooperation, reorienting their security and defence partnership in
accordance with contemporary realities.

Yo A WR, ST S @ SRfie § fob & 2008 WY FR&T TEUNT UR WY UM B Ieler
HH 3R AT FRET 3R I&T ATHGRT Bl JHHTe aRaAfdwars & ey g |

The proposed Economic Security Initiative — it covers semiconductors, critical minerals,
pharmaceuticals, and clean energy — anchors Japan more firmly within India’s quest for
diversified supply chains. ]

TaTfad e JRam uee — o Qi saes, Agayul Wi, garsar 3ik W= Sl
it § — HRd 3t fafadfiea snyfd gaarst #t @ie ¥ simuE &1 3R o ¥ Siedt 8|
Also significant is the upgrade of their digital partnership, which is now expected to cover
artificial intelligence and startup ecosystems.

I 8t Hedyut § 31 fefored Argier) &1 3794, o o $iw gfgwwr sk widsm
rRfRIfaE) a1 ! ot fdrd w7 ) Seie B

These initiatives place India-Japan ties at the forefront of technological and security
cooperation in Asia, reinforcing their shared commitment to a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

Y U HIRG-SITqTH Taell o) TRET & de-iat 3R FRai TeanT & 3l M IR 3@d! § 3R
o, e 3R Fram-smenfya fEg-usria & ufa 37! aren ufdasd &1 7eied Fadt g

The U.S. factor, a case of strategic balancing

SARP FRS, IHIAP Aga &1 TP THaAT

The timing of the visit is important. After the Tokyo meeting, Mr. Modi is scheduled to
attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in Tianjin, China.

T 1 HY AEAYUl & | STl do & are, A Al &1 99 & fasmafom & =g ggam
AT RRER W § HF a1 6|

Bilateral ties, though scarred by the 2020 Galwan clash, are demonstrating tentative signs of
stabilisation with the resumption of direct flights, visa relaxations, and trade facilitation
efforts.
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2020 T FST I yTfad fguehia Jay g Wi It o agrelt, 9w & e ok R
gfaer vt & Ty fRRAr & YR Tdhd @ B B

The visit, from Tokyo to Beijing in a single week, reflects a strategic balancing in many
ways.

Ig I, T g1 Tware | il I difSi @, &3 ArEl § U e ddad S gl g
First, it underscores India’s ability to engage with a trusted strategic partner and a
neighbouring competitor without allowing one relationship to dictate the other.

Ugdl, I8 YR &1 &Hdl &I <2idr § f& a8 te fayg-a JvrHifas 9Eier oik U usidt
wfagdl 391 & WY 39 IRE IS T § b T e g W g A

Second, it signals that India can compartmentalise. With Tokyo, the focus is on economic
security, defence cooperation, and Indo-Pacific stability. With Beijing, the emphasis will
likely be on managing tensions, exploring limited confidence-building measures, and
keeping communication lines open.

IR, T8 Thd <l ¢ b U fafis &= 1 Sre-3renT HUTe T 8 | STl & 1Y &=
3Tffer TRe, TedT WeahT MR §S1-ARifp e fRRAT = 31 Safes fifsi & a1y 9k a-1a
wee, S fayra-fFmtor Sur i R &Y 991 3@ W g

The balancing becomes more consequential against the backdrop of Mr. Trump’s
unpredictability, which has cast doubt on the reliability of the United States as a steady
partner.

Tg Aqer ot o 3t eiffdaar o guy & &R Teayut 81 orar 3, fon Ty s
ARHT B} fagw-iaar i ¥es s fean g

Trump 2.0 risks eroding years of effort invested in building the New Delhi-Washington
partnership that successive U.S. administrations, from George W. Bush to Joe Biden,
worked to transform.

T 2.0 I SNAA B Ua] BT & Ford Tt feeeht-atRimre wgie™t &) 9 o auf &1
FYafRa v 5 8 I &, o Sifel Soeg X1 A AP Sl A5 dF BI ARSD! WHRI A
Saa &1 o1 b o)

The Quad (India, Australia, Japan, U.S.) remains essential to India’s Indo-Pacific vision,
but its trajectory appears rocky as U.S. engagement turns episodic.

BIS (U, e, STUH, 3mfveT) YR &t s81-afifpe ef¥ & fa smaxa® §, afeH
mwmmaﬂ%mmﬁmmaw%

Under Trump’s second term, signals of disengagement and a narrower view of alliances
risk diluting the Quad’s strategic coherence.

T & GOR BB T, AAG & Hbd IR T3 &1 Y1l =P P18 Ft I0itfas
THFTAT B! HHGR B BT SRGH T HRal B

For India, Japan, and Australia, this raises pressing questions about sustaining the
initiative’s credibility and operatlonal depth.

HRH, SITUH 3R SR oraT & R, 78 Usd &1 faya-iadr 3R Hare-TeT® T8 & 81T
T TR R T ST 8

Beyond economics and defence, there is a broader political signal embedded in the visit.
Japan is not just diversifying its economic footprint but also reinforcing the idea that long-
term cooperation delivers tangible outcomes.

SfHTRIT 3R 38T A W, 59 I & Teb ATUD e ¥ Afgd 81 ST Had o=t
%Wﬁmﬁmw%mwmﬁwmw%%mm
i |

The message

The Tokyo visit is less about short-term diplomatic outcomes and more about signalling
steady strategic intent — that India is willing to keep channels with Beijing open, prepared
to navigate U.S. unpredictability, and determined to deepen partnerships with like-
minded powers in the region.

IR U1 BT I SIeUBIerd ISP UiRomH T 31w fRR Yurifa® g6l & < g
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Japan’s commitments reinforce India as one of its most reliable partners in navigating the
Indo-Pacific challenges, from economic resilience to maritime securlty

WU @1 ufdagant YRd &1 §s1-9R4fb® gHifaal &1 9 o 8, et weigdt | aew
T R qP, mmﬁmw@mﬁﬁwé?wﬁwm%

The visit highlights one of the most enduring features of Indian diplomacy: flexibility
without losing strategic clarity.

TE I WG Beifd &) U R fARvar &) SUR &l 8: Iurifae wyar @ie famn
CEIRICE]

In this period of geopolitical uncertainty, Japan emerges as India’s anchor partner.
Washington’s commitment is wavering under Trump’s short-sightedness, while Beijing
remains a competitor whose normalisation gestures cannot erase mistrust. Tokyo offers
consistency, resources, and a shared strategic outlook.

g Y-ToT-ae SAfAfEaar & R o, ST YRA &1 TUR WIHER 6% SHT ¢ | aifRiTed
B! Ufcagdl TF B Sreuefd & HRU ST I R, Safe ST onft oft v uferge € R
AR Bl IR AT B R T8 HR Tabvet | Srara FAaar, T 37 Qi
IUIfa® TR UgH TRl g

Therefore, the visit to Japan is not just about consolidating an old partnership. It is about
recognising where India’s most dependable ballast lies.

STy, SITUT Y T ac R TSGR 6 Folgd h1 » IR A TR 21 @ sH IR AR b
YR &1 FaQ URIAHG JRT Hal 8|
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The dangerous wiring together of a ‘conspiracy’

“ horror horror, horror! Tongue
nor heart cannot conceive nor
name thee!”

Yes, a Shakespearean tragedy
is now playing out, though in an intangible form.
We are witnessing the murder of press freedom, a
right recognised by a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, in 1950, in the case of Romesh
Thappar. Ironically, his relative, Karan Thapar, is
one of the most recent victims. Journalist
Siddharth Varadarajan is another such victim.
They stand accused of a conspiracy, of
“provoking unrest, undermining national
security, and spreading narratives aligned with
hostile interests”. That is quite a mouthful.

The accusation against them lies in a First
Information Report (FIR) lodged with the Crime
Branch in Guwahati, Assam, on May 9, 2025. The
FIR is based on allegedly offensive video
interviews and articles published by The Wire. It
is not necessary to delve into the details of the
FIR except to say that the complainant is
educated and writes quite well but strains really
hard to make out a case of national security being
undermined.

In fact, he writes so well that it took the Crime
Branch three months to understand the
complaint, take cognisance and summon the
accused on August 12, 2025. Maybe the police did
not quite comprehend what he intended to say
and perhaps took the assistance of an SIT and a
dictionary, but still came to a wrong conclusion.
And, this in a matter concerning national
security. What is going on?

The FIR does not make out a case of any
offence under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and deserves to be quashed. It is nothing but an
expression of the complainant’s opinion.
Unfortunately, based on that opinion, the police
in Assam have summoned the two journalists for
questioning (everybody knows what that means)
on charges of undermining national security. The
Supreme Court of India has directed that no
coercive action be taken against them. For the
time being that is good enough, but I would like
the readers of this daily to consider the long-term
collateral damage.

Back in sheep’s clothing

We have been told, and quite rightly so, that the
draconian offence of sedition has been removed
from the penal law of India. The BNS does not
recognise sedition as a penal offence. However,
Section 152 of the BNS creates an offence of
endangering the sovereignty, the unity and the
integrity of India.

That is sedition in sheep’s clothing and is
obviously a very serious offence. The law
provides that it comes into play when someone
“excites or attempts to excite, secession or armed
rebellion or subversive activities, or encourages
feelings of separatist activities or endangers
sovereignty or unity and integrity of India; or
indulges in or commits any such act...” The
sovereignty and integrity of India are expressions
used in Article 19 of the Constitution and have a
definite meaning relating to the subservience or
break-up of the country, nothing less. In the

Madan B. Lokur
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Press freedom
is being
murdered and
a law much
worse than
sedition is
being
weaponised
with impunity

normal course, the expression of views, however
radical they may be, cannot be construed as
endangering the sovereignty and the integrity of
India. Something much more is required, in the
nature of secession or armed rebellion or
subversive or separatist activity. It is for this
reason that the punishment for an offence under
Section 152 of the BNS provides also for life
imprisonment.

Sur the co 1\ e:

So does all this make Section 152 of the BNS
unconstitutional? I do not know — a Constitution
Bench of the Court will decide this. And, frankly, I
do not want to hazard a guess on the outcome.
But, in the meanwhile, what are the
consequences of the police summons?

First, a freezing effect. We had earlier
acknowledged a chilling effect under the sedition
law. Now it has gone well beyond that. Try and
imagine any journalist or anybody in a panel
discussion on television or otherwise having the
courage to be critical of anything to do with any
policy of the Government of India. Somebody can
misinterpret it and bring national security into
play, and the police can take cognisance and
summon the alleged offender. Freedom of speech
can be bulldozed and demolished because one
individual out of a billion people, anywhere in the
country, believes (without evidence) that national
security is in danger, or that the armed forces are
demoralised or that dissent is “strategic
subversion” undermining the sovereignty and the
integrity of India.

Second, consider the financial inconvenience
to a journalist or a common citizen. It is
expensive when approaching the Court against a
frivolous complaint. The litigant has to pay the
lawyer’s fee, the printing of paper books and
sundry expenses. If the litigant is not a resident in
Delhi, one has to add travel expenses, boarding
and lodging. How many people can afford that?
And why should they just because one or two
persons in some part of India misinterpret what
is written or said? Consider the expense that Mr.
Thapar and Mr. Varadarajan will have to undergo
in travel to Guwahati and back (unless they are
arrested) and their overnight stay. Will the
investigating officer be available on the scheduled
date? He might fall sick or have a more pressing
case to investigate. In other words, he can make
their journey futile.

Then, is there a guarantee that the questioning
will be over in one day? Maybe the investigating
officer may require their presence again, and
again. Today, no police officer is accountable,
which is why innocents in Mumbai spent 18 years
in jail. Accountability jurisprudence is sorely
missing in the country.

In my view, a police officer investigating a
crime should travel to the city or the town where
the accused is ordinarily resident. The officer is
acting for and on behalf of the state. Therefore,
the state should bear the expenses rather than a
citizen who is presumed to be innocent.

Have the police in Assam explored the
possibility of questioning these journalists using
video conferencing? Why do they have to be

physically present, at great expense and
inconvenience, when they can answer questions
over a video call? There is another advantage in
questioning by electronic mode. The questions
and the answers can be recorded to enable those
concerned to know what was asked. Sometimes
the questions are inane. This avoids a common
allegation made by the investigating agency that
the accused ‘did not cooperate’.

A few days ago, the Lieutenant-Governor of
Delhi (L-G) passed an order enabling the
cross-examination of police officers in a criminal
trial through video conferencing. Lawyers in
Delhi have objected to this procedure but the L-G
has stuck to his guns. If police officers can be
cross-examined over a video call in a criminal
trial, there is no reason why journalists cannot be
questioned the same way in respect of an
accusation.

Harass and punish

The attitude of the Assam police is quite obvious
— harass the journalists and make the process a
punishment for a non-existent offence. That there
is a clear intention to go after journalists is
obvious from a summons issued recently to
Abhisar Sharma for an offence under Section 152
of the BNS. He is accused of endangering the
unity and integrity of India by portraying the
state as corrupt, communal and illegitimate.
Really? While sedition has been deleted from the
statute books, it has been replaced by a law that is
much worse and is being weaponised with
impunity.

Third, does the state have any respect for the
Court and its judgments? I am not too sure. The
law requires the accused be given a copy of the
FIR, as held by the Court in Youth Bar Association
of India (2016). Both the accused tried
unsuccessfully for a week to get a copy of the FIR.
This view was followed by the Karnataka High
Court in Sri Tavaragi Rajashekhar Shiva Prasad
(2024). The police have acted in defiance of the
mandate of the Supreme Court with impunity. A
copy of the FIR is required to be filed with the
jurisdictional Magistrate. So, Mr. Thapar and Mr.
Varadarajan approached the Magistrate for a copy
of the FIR that had been lodged in May 2025 but
were informed that it was not there. Is this
impunity? Arrogance? Negligence? Even
otherwise, common sense dictates that if an
accused is asked to answer allegations against
him, he should know what the allegations are.

Finally, in theory, the investigation can
gradually rope in other persons involved in the
video interviews and articles. The galaxy of
accused persons will then include the former
Chief of the Research and Analysis Wing, senior
journalists, and defence analysts. Watch out.
Something is happening here, but you do not
know what it is.

Finally, there are three questions that need to
be asked. Should Section 152 of the BNS remain
on the statute book? Regardless of whether it is
constitutional or not, should not the mandate of
the law be followed by the police? And, should
not the state be made accountable in appropriate
cases?

The dangerous wiring together of a ‘conspiracy’
WSIT & WD SiS-dIS
. horror, horror, horror! Ton &gﬁTe nor heart cannot conceive nor name thee!”
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. Yes a Shakespearean tragedy is now playing out, though in an intangible form.
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o We are witnessing the murder of press freedom, a right recognised by a Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court, in 1950, in the case of Romesh Thappar.
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Ironically, his relative, Karan Thapar, is one of the most recent victims. Journalist Siddharth
Varadarajan is another such victim.

fIge1 7% § & 370 RRAGR 101 YT 514 & RGRI A V U@ § | TpR Ragrd avezrer +f
T W8 8 PR &)

They stand accused of a conspiracy, of “provoking unrest, undermining national security,
and spreading narratives aligned with hostile interests”.

S IR TP V07 BT 3RIT g, “3MRATd HSHH, AT FR&T Bl HHSR P AR AFarqul gt &
T @M aTeht BTt i e ol

That is quite a mouthful.

g% arad ¥ 1R sRIu g

The accusation against them lies in a First Information Report (FIR) lodged with the Crime
Branch in Guwahati, Assam, on May 9, 2025.

I FAETh 3RIY T uy® g1 R (FIR) § fAfed §, St 9 W8, 2025 i [aT8Tel, 3w o
S{ORTY AT B gt 1 g |

The FIR is based on allegedly offensive video interviews and articles published by The Wire.
Tg THHTSIHR BT T F Ufees dIfSa AreTahR 3R § arR §RT UHIRIG aal IR
TR B

It is not necessary to delve into the details of the FIR except to say that the complainant is
educated and writes quite well but strains really hard to make out a case of national security
being undermined.

TH3TESMR & fAaR0 § ST SIRIS 61 &, T S Hel ¢ (& RIbradddi (RA1erd g 3R et
e foredr & A P YR BT HHIR PR BT AHAT S H 98 9gd IR el &

In fact, he writes so well that it took the Crime Branch three months to understand the
complaint, take cognisance and summon the accused on August 12, 2025.

aRad o, 98 a1 37T foradT § b SIoRTe XRaT & Rieprrd &1 GHgm, I o iR Siftrgaat
P 12 3R, 2025 I o= H 19 g4 & W

Maybe the police did not quite comprehend what he intended to say and perhaps took the
assistance of an SIT and a dictionary, but still came to a wrong conclusion.

IS YR It TRE Te! FHS1 UTS (b 98 &1 el drgdl U1 3R FHad: THSMS! 3R T
IeaDHI DI Aag of, Al b Hf 7Terd Fpd W ug et

And, this in a matter concerning national security. What is going on?

3IR % U U1 AIHET & Off AT GR&T ¥ Hefd g1 SR 9 o X1 82

The FIR does not make out a case of any offence under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and deserves to be quashed.

I8 UH3MSR HIRATT U1 HigdT (BNS) & a8 fohil 3URTY T ATH Tl St 3R 3 E
[ERIIGIEIHY

It is nothing but an expression of the complainant’s opinion.

Ig Pacl RIbEdsdl B I B Afreafad 7= B

Unfortunately, based on that opinion, the police in Assam have summoned the two journalists
for questioning (everybody knows what that means) on charges of undermining national
security.

guﬁaw,sﬁw%wmwm?vﬁamaﬁt@nﬁ?&nmmﬁémﬁ
IS IS & forT o § (8% His ST § STHT o 7aad 8)|

The Supreme Court of India has directed that no coercive action be taken against them.
YR & Fated A1arad = Fex 331 ¢ i 370 fGa 3 giaR! $RAT 9 & o

For the time being that is good enough, but | would like the readers of this daily to consider
the long-term collateral damage.

fOhereTal U8 UaT g, fth & 39 < & Ured! ¥ SRy Rl § P d SredIicis e
IHIH R R S|
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Before legislation becomes litigation

he framers of the Indian

Constitution faced the

formidable challenge of

defining constitutional
democracy. Absolute
parliamentary sovereignty, where
Parliament is free to do what it
wishes, as in the case of the British
model, found no credence with
the Constituent Assembly. The
intent and mandate of the
Assembly was clear: Parliament
has the power to make laws, but
no law can be a derogation from
the Constitution.

The power to strike down laws
was meant to be sparing — an
exception to the right of
Parliament to legislate in a
democracy. Trouble starts brewing
when exceptional power becomes
the norm. Our constitutional
courts, by practice, have been
elevated to the status of a parallel
legislator. The reason, though not
exhaustive, includes a systematic
abdication of the parliamentarian
to exercise functions of lawmaking
with constitutional precision. In
May, the Supreme Court heard
challenges to the constitutionality
of the Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025. What made this particularly
egregious? The challenge was
made within days of Parliament
having enacted the law. And the
challengers were MPs themselves.

Over the past decade, the
courtroom has become a frequent
site of reckoning for Parliament’s
legislative output. The Union Law
Minister said in a written reply in
Rajya Sabha in 2022 that 35 cases
challenging central legislation and
Constitution (Amendment) Acts
were pending before the Supreme
Court since 2016.

The problem with execution
Legal challenges to legislation
generally fall under three
categories: constitutional scrutiny,
political theatre, and flawed
drafting. These challenges are
neither partisan nor institutional.
The failing seems to lie in the
execution: vague definitions,
incoherent clauses,
cross-references that go nowhere,
laws made without harmonising

Samrat Pasriccha
Delhi-based lawyer

Rohini Narayanan
Delhi-based lawyer

The power to
strike down
laws was meant
to be sparing.
Trouble starts
brewing when
exceptional
power becomes
the norm

their effect with existing
legislation, and provisions that
contradict the Constitution. The
victims are economic prosperity,
social harmony, and democratic
love between the legislature and
the judiciary.

On paper, the system is robust.
Chapter 9 of the Manual of
Parliamentary Procedure outlines
clear processes to be followed for
the introduction of legislation. A
policy proposal must be made by
the relevant Ministry, which shall
be conducted with proper
stakeholder consultation. It then
requires approval by the Law
Ministry, followed by
consideration by the Cabinet.
Once the Bill is in Parliament, the
legislation is introduced by way of
a first reading, followed by a
second reading where it may be
sent to a Parliamentary
Committee for further
consideration. In a third reading,
it goes through a clause-by-clause
consideration by Parliament.

In practice, the system often
breaks down. Bills are introduced
without adequate notice,
committees are bypassed, and
clause-by-clause debates are
rushed through with minimal
scrutiny, resulting in avoidable
legislative mistakes. Take Section
18(d) of the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. It
prescribes a maximum
punishment of two years
imprisonment and a fine for
sexual abuse of a transgender
person. Under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, similar abuse
of a woman can attract up to
seven years or life imprisonment.
This is a case awaiting a
constitutional challenge. This begs
the question: were our legislators
equipped with the necessary legal
guidance to contextualise this law?
Are they able to engage with the
jurisprudence emerging from the
judgments of our constitutional
courts? Is the proposed legislation
wrapped in dense legal prose
capable of being independently
examined by legislators?

‘When law-making becomes
incomprehensible, it ceases to be

Before legislation becomes litigation

fadae gepeAaTst 991 A uga

Framers of the Indian Constitution and Judicial Review

YR 3faem Fafaret ok =arRe gatemr

democratic. A functioning
constitutional democracy relies on
the informed participation of its
constituents. When legislation is
drafted in legalese and pushed
through under time pressure, MPs
are left to vote on texts they are
unable to fully interrogate. Within
Parliament, the impact is serious.
Law-making cannot be confined to
the lawyers in the House.
Legislators are elected to
represent the complexity of Indian
social life. It seems
counter-intuitive that the very
same legislators who emerge from
all walks of life are expected to
expertly engage in high
constitutional analyses. The result
is that legislators toe the party line
and their involvement is reduced
to quips, whips, and rote rhetoric.

The case for a retainer-AG

Our Parliament needs a
constitutional functionary who
can guide the process of
law-making; who is empowered
and qualified to intervene before
legislation becomes litigation. To
put it succinctly, we need a
constitutional review at the
Parliament stage itself. As per
Article 88 of the Constitution, the
Attorney-General for India (AG) is
given the right to participate in the
proceedings of the Houses of
Parliament. Though rarely
invoked, the powers granted
therein proffer a transformative
solution to the malady of
constitutionally flawed and
linguistically complex legislation
that clog Indian courts.

The benefit of Parliament
seeking the counsel of the AG
during its deliberations would be
two-fold: first, the AG can expertly
flag and seek amendment of legal
inconsistencies and constitutional
infirmities during parliamentary
debate; second, lawmakers would
have the benefit of relying on the
counsel of a non-partisan
constitutional functionary while
casting their vote.

A well-drafted statute will shield
Parliament from having its intent
substituted and enable the courts
to interpret rather than invalidate.
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The framers of the Indian Constitution faced the formidable challenge of defining
constitutional democracy.
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Absolute parliamentary sovereignty, where Parliament is free to do what it wishes, as in
the case of the British model, found no credence with the Constituent Assembly.

quf T TWYaT, STET T9E SO ST A T B & e = gt g, o o fafesr afsa
H 7, Ifaum 41 & S5 ®IF el gr|

The intent and mandate of the Assembly was clear: Parliament has the power to make laws,
but no law can be a derogation from the Constitution.

THT T 1T SR TR WY UT: TG & IR S S &1 W 8, Afh Dis f S Afaem
& fage= 751 B ahd|

The power to strike down laws was meant to be sparing — an exception to the right of
Parliament to legislate in a democracy.

Bl DI R B B 2 Wd TU T 3@ BT QT AT — AlDhad § ¥4g & A a7
& HYBR BT Th UG |

Trouble starts brewing when exceptional power becomes the norm.
T 79 J[E gIdl ¢ 919 AUATGTHD o A= g STelt ¢ |

Our constitutional courts, by practice, have been elevated to the status of a parallel
legislator.

BRI AT 3igrad aeR H Udh WHHIGR fAUTfi®T &1 gol i o 9@ ¢ |

The reason, though not exhaustive, includes a systematic abdication of the parliamentarian
to exercise functions of lawmaking with constitutional precision.

THT HRU, gl Tquf T8t §, Te Tl gRT Yaure qéiemdr & ary fafdy-Fmfor wraf o
gfaifora @ gl

In May 2025, the Supreme Court heard challenges to the constitutionality of the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025.

w3 2025 ¥, YA BIE A qp (ARMeH) SAUFrEH, 2025 H1 H3uAebar b1 I < arch
iferesTd AT |

What made this particularly egregious? The challenge was made within days of Parliament
having enacted the law. And the challengers were MPs themselves.

29 fa9iy = @ 7R a1 g1 82 T8 e gRI T Uikd foby o1 & 5o &1 fef &
R 3T 71 3R AN & a1l ge, |G A

Over the past decade, the courtroom has become a frequent site of reckoning for
Parliament’s legislative output.

Usd qxe 1, Ty ¥4 & faurdt uRomal o aieor 1 e IR-aIR YA f6a1 S are
T §F T B

The Union Law Minister said in a written reply in Rajya Sabha in 2022 that 35 cases
challenging central legislation and Constitution (Amendment) Acts were pending before
the Supreme Court since 2016.

Fdta BT = 7 2022 H Iyt A forfd SR # &gl fo 2016 A 35 UHA S HE
P! MR Tfyur (@ =ier) srfifam & gd 3 €, gfta i o dfaa 3

The problem with execution

S B JHIT

Legal challenges to legislation generally fall under three categories: constitutional
scrutiny, political theatre, and flawed drafting.

ISPl IR BT Ffaa AR TR o9 Ao & s §: waunfRre udteror, weifos
ATe®, 3R Ffeyuf wwiern

These challenges are neither partisan nor institutional.

Y AT 7 Ot veaTeh § SR 7 8 TRITT|

The failing seems to lie in the execution: vague definitions, incoherent clauses, cross-
references that go nowhere, laws made without harmonising their effect with existing
legislation, and provisions that contradict the Constitution.
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o The victims are economic prosperity, social harmony, and democratic love between the
legislature and the judiciary.

tifsa § snfie wqfs, armfore Tgra, ok aiedite Iw o furfieT 3k <t &
CIEREEICIHY

On paper, the system is robust
BRI WR, YUTTel! Agd 8

e Chapter 9 of the Manual of Parliamentary Procedure outlines clear processes to be
followed for the introduction of legislation.

T ufshar YfaeT &1 reama 9 A8 U= a1 & AT S7uTs o arelt $¥ Hfeharsit &1
fIaRur S g

e A policy proposal must be made by the relevant Ministry, which shall be conducted with
proper stakeholder consultation.

T i UaTa HefId WATAd §RT IR {61 ST aMfe T, ot Sfad RauR® =t & Y
[ERISI
e It then requires approval by the Law Ministry, followed by consideration by the Cabinet.

TS §1C 38 B TATAT $1 A iR O wfvsa & faar &t sraxgdar gl g

e Once the Bill is in Parliament, the legislation is introduced by way of a first reading, followed
by a second reading where it may be sent to a Parliamentary Committee for further
consideration.

w9 fadae Tug B 31T B, df 39 Ued Ugelt arad & U B T 351 ST 8, I9F aG gt
T Bl § T8l 39 o f9aR & e Wadia afifa o1 96 o 9o g
¢ In a third reading, it goes through a clause-by-clause consideration by Parliament.

T8t arae 1§, 9% T9E RT YRT-GR-URT faarR ¥ ToRadr 3|

Before legislation becomes litigation

fadaes gpgaars 994 A ugad

¢ In practice, the system often breaks down. Bills are introduced without adequate notice,
committees are bypassed, and clause-by-clause debates are rushed through with minimal
scrutiny, resulting in avoidable legislative mistakes.
FagR H, YUMTelt SRR ge it o | fadges fomm vate e & O fare o 8, afafaat o
RIHR T ST ], SR YRTSH R 989 YAdH Sffd & 1Y STeadTol § d18 St 5, o erat
ST Hep+ aret faemt Tafaat gt 81

e Take Section 18(d) of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. It
prescribes a maximum punishment of two years imprisonment and a fine for sexual abuse
of a transgender person.

e (SUFUPRI BT TI&ON) AfUFTH, 2019 HT URT 18(d) P 7 | TE TiRISIeX Al

%%W%ﬁ—m Wa‘raﬁaﬂ%sﬁ?qﬁﬁﬁmmw%

e Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, similar abuse of a woman can attract up to
seven years or life imprisonment.

YR =a1g HfgdT, 2023 & d8d, Algdl & 91y 38 UHR & MU IR ATd I9 T 3Tefta
SRIEMN % &1 ol 8 Tl 3|

e This is a case awaiting a constitutional challenge. This begs the question: were our legislators
equipped with the necessary legal guidance to contextualise this law?
g U HTHAT § Sl HaUTes AT BT SR B3 81 ¢ | T8 TaTd a1 o: 7T §HR faumasd 39
B B! Tl B & U Saxgs ST ARTeRA I o A2

o Are they able to engage with the jurisprudence emerging from the judgments of our
constitutional courts?

1 3 AR HAUTS <graredl & o) ¥ IR ara=md I I8 & eH g2
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Is the proposed legislation wrapped in dense legal prose capable of being independently
examined by legislators?

HT TRAIfad fatass &t Sfed ST HIWT & [3UTrs W U § 90 I6hd 82

When law-making becomes incomprehensible, it ceases to be democratic. A functioning
constitutional democracy relies on the informed participation of its constituents.

& BT o7 90 ¥ 916X 81 311 &, ol 98 Abditad <61 86 ol oidl § | s Hrsid
FaUTE Adda U= AR Bt TRed HTERT R R & g1

When legislation is drafted in legalese and pushed through under time pressure, MPs are
left to vote on texts they are unable to fully interrogate.

e f38Ie B BT HTHT (legalese) T TIR o STaT § SR WA & SaTd o 3T IGTAT STl
g, T 919G 37 Ul TR dIC 3 Pl AR 51 & oI d IYf R 999 g1 Ud|

Within Parliament, the impact is serious. Law-making cannot be confined to the lawyers in
the House.

Tag & IR Sq&1 TH1d 1R 8T 81 B FHf0r &1 Wed & Had adtal dd SiHd -Tgi fddr
NIl HehdT |

Legislators are elected to represent the complexity of Indian social life. It seems counter-
intuitive that the very same legislators are expected to expertly engage in high constitutional
analyses.

3 YRd & Arfore sitas @t sfeaarst &1 ufaf i &7 & e g o 81 78
faRremuRf T B 6 3 fauras! & S dautfae fazewor @1 3udie ot ot 8|

The result is that legislators toe the party line and their involvement is reduced to quips,
whips, and rote rhetoric.

RO feTe o UTdf drg &1 UTel= HRd § SR 36! HrifleRt &g, few sk 3
HTYUT qo T 8 9Tl 21

The case for a retainer-AG

YT ol &t Srazgddr

Our Parliament needs a constitutional functionary who can guide the process of law-
making; who is empowered and qualified to intervene before legislation becomes litigation.
TR T P! Udh HAUTHD USHUBRI Bt SaIHT § Sl HIL AT Bt UichdT HI AR
S %, SNt fadae & ghehaTol 97 ¥ Ugd 8Xay - & ol Wed iR A gl
To put it succinctly, we need a constitutional review at the Parliament stage itself.
& ¥ oy, O g8 Ae WR W & Hautfe aHiien &t sravadd g
As per Article 88 of the Constitution, the Attorney-General for India (AG) is given the right
to participate in the proceedings of the Houses of Parliament.
AU & =g 88 & , YRd & HeTITard} (AG) &1 TS & Tl &t driargt o
YRT &H BT a@wﬁmw%
Though rarely invoked, the powers granted therein proffer a transformative solution to the
malady of constitutionally flawed and linguistically complex legislation that clog Indian courts.
T SHHT IS & B ITANT o aT STl ©, QAo 398 & 715 Xfaadl YRd Bt SIgTad! | 3cdh
Haufe w0 A gReyef iz uTwrE ¥ u A wfed Ay @ 9t &1 v uRadTert gareE
TEH HRat B
The benefit of Parliament seeking the counsel of the AG during its deliberations would be
two-fold: first, the AG can expertly flag and seek amendment of legal inconsistencies and
constitutional infirmities during parliamentary debate; second, lawmakers would have the
benefit of relying on the counsel of a non-partisan constitutional functionary while casting
their vote.
TG GRT 30 foaR-fausf & SR uolt #1 |erg o7 &1 arY GIe-T 81T: Ugdl, Tsht Iuerd
89 P SR I SETfa! 3R Faeme @il o) faRwsar & ERd &R T2ned $Rar Jod
g; IR, e, AdeH A TG T IR-GATg HaUTe USIReR & gag TR 4R IR ghd
I

A well-drafted statute will shield Parliament from having its intent substituted and enable the
courts to interpret rather than invalidate.
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About 30% of MPs and MLASs face serious criminal cases

In the Lok Sabha, the share of MPs facing serious criminal charges has more than doubled since 2009

| DATA POINT |

The Hindu Data Team

n analysis of MPs and

MLAs across India shows

that 31% of MPs and 29% of
MLAs have declared serious crimi-
nal charges against them. As the
analysis was conducted imme-
diately after the most recent parlia-
mentary elections, and Assembly
elections in each State, it does not
reflect some of the current set of
MPs and MLAs.

A serious criminal charge in-
cludes offences where the maxi-
mum punishment is five years or
more, or those that are non-baila-
ble.

In the Lok Sabha, the share of
MPs facing serious criminal cases
has more than doubled, from 14%
in 2009 to 31% in 2024 (Chart 1).
In the Assemblies, the share was
29% in 2024, which accounts for
more than 1,200 MLAs.

Telangana had the highest share
of MPs with serious criminal cases
(71%), followed by Bihar (48%). Ut-
tar Pradesh recorded the highest
absolute number at 34, as seen in
Chart 2.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
had the highest absolute number
of MPs facing serious cases (63
members or 26% of its total). The
Congress followed with 32 MPs
(32%). Among smaller parties, the
proportions were higher: all four
MPs of the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) had serious cases against
them (Chart 3).

Andhra Pradesh had the highest
share of MLAs with serious crimi-
nal cases at 56%, followed by Te-
langana (50%). U.P. recorded the
highest absolute number (154
MLAs or 38% of its total) (Chart 4).

While 61% of the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP)’s MLAs faced serious
cases, 62% of the RJD’s did. The
BJP, which has the largest pre-
sence in Assemblies, accounted
for 436 MLAs (26%) with serious
cases, followed by the Congress
(194 MLAs; 30%) (Chart 5).

Cases against lawmakers

Data for the charts were sourced from the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR)

Chart 1: MPs with serious criminal cases over time i
Bl MPs with declared serious criminal cases
= 5 with declared serious criminal cases
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Chart 2: State-wise MPs with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of such MPs
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Chart 3: Party-wise MPs with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of such MPs
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Chart 5: Party-wise MLAs with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MLAs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of MLAs
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About 30% of MPs and MLAs face serious criminal cases

AU 30% Tiae 3R faurae iR STuRTiYe Aarae &1
AT HIIB 8

In the Lok Sabha, the share of MPs facing serious criminal charges has more than
doubled since 2009

AHaUT #, TR MRS Arael &1 A1 $e a1 Jidel &1 Ufa=rd 2009 | SRAT I
31Tt g AT ?

e An analysis of MPs and MLAs across India shows that 31% of MPs and 29% of MLAs have
declared serious criminal charges against them.

YR WR & Fige) 3R fqurgst & T faRayur J udr Iadr & fob 31% el 3R 29% faumasy
J 3 e TR SmuRTfYe Are DT fhu B

o As the analysis was conducted immediately after the most recent parliamentary elections, and
Assembly elections in each State, it does not reflect some of the current set of MPs and
MLAs.

i g fawewor gra & T gATal 3fR U o8 & AUyt gATdl & qRd & foar T o,
Tg HiveT Iiel 3R fIume! & o2 R o 781 g

e A serious criminal charge includes offences where the maximum punishment is five years or
more, or those that are non-bailable.
T TR SRR AT 37 SURTE &1 MW Bl & o H sifdean Ior uid 9 a1 394
3fRE §, 1 S IR-SHTA B

¢ Inthe Lok Sabha, the share of MPs facing serious criminal cases has more than doubled,
from 14% in 2009 to 31% in 2024 (Chart 1).
AT H 4R TR A BT GIHAT B dTcd JiGal b1 Ufi=id 2009 | 14% T TgHR
2024 ¥ 31% (IS 1) B AT I

¢ |nthe Assemblies, the share was 29% in 2024, which accounts for more than 1,200 MLAs.

fauraTsh ¥, ug ufa<rd 2024 ® 29% U1, 51 1,200 ¥ 3 faumgs & RIS g

e Telangana had the highest share of MPs with serious criminal cases (71%), followed by
Bihar (48%). Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest absolute number at 34 (Chart 2).

AeTmET § R SR e AT TiRie BT gad Sifid iR (71%) U1, 39% 91 fagR
(48%) | ITR TSR = T 31 ardfdes & gof Bt 34 (ATS 2) |

o The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had the highest absolute number of MPs facing serious
cases (63 members or 26% of its total). The Congress followed with 32 MPs (32%).
YR Sa1 Ul (UTeTaT) & 9ad 3iferes e TR Arde &1 IE1 HR 33 U (63 Te a1
26%) | BT 3P TG 32 JiE! (32%) P 1Y |

¢ Among smaller parties, the proportions were higher: all four MPs of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) had serious cases against them (Chart 3).
BICI UIed! § Ufasd iR HY 31 ot P ST gt (}1916) & I+ IR Wival & Rars
TR Ame g 9 @rd 3) |

o Andhra Pradesh had the highest share of MLAs with serious criminal cases at 56%, followed
by Telangana (50%). U.P. recorded the highest absolute number (154 MLAs or 38% of its
total) (Chart 4).

3y we= § R SR AH e are faumae! &1 Ufa=id ey i (56%) UT, 39 §Ig
AT (50%) | IR UM + o S1fUF aRafdd G ot DI (154 fIuUTas® a1 38% FaN) (A

4)|
o While 61% of the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)’s MLAs faced serious cases, 62% of the
RJD’s did.
el aer] ¢’ urdf () & 61% faemae iR Amc &1 9 o 38 3, I8! IeIg P 62% E
faeraes It U8 gt A J U1 o
©
[a W
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The BJP, which has the largest presence in Assemblies, accounted for 436 MLAs (26%) with
serious cases, followed by the Congress (194 MLAs; 30%) (Chart 5).

yroTyT, foraet faumaursi & o aSt SUrUfA B, & 436 fauma® (26%) TR Al & =nfia
%, 3P d1¢ HIUN (194 faeUma®; 30%) (ATE 5)

I WITNESS

IN PRAISE OF
COALITION
POLITICS

AND @THER
ESSAYS ON
INDIAN
DEM@CRACY

MANO) |
\
e A J

Fierce critics: Manoj Kumar Jha, member of Rajya Sabha from the Rashtriya Janata Dal speaks at a mass movement demanding rights for workers in New Delhi on December 4, 2023. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP
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‘Let civil society breathe’: two
voices on contemporary challenges

Parliamentarian and academic Manoj Kumar Jha pushes for constructive and inclusive politics in his book of essays; another veteran, former MP

Shahid Siddiqui, takes a walk down memory lane to give a ringside view of Indian politics from Rajiv Gandhi to Modi

eading Manoj Kumar Jha is like
having a communication with
your soul. He doesn’t befuddle

you with cute phrases or awe
you with smart wordplay. Page by page,
sentence by sentence, he exposes the
rough edges of our society, often wilfully
indifferent to innate chasm and deep
fissures.

He brings into stark focus the politics
of our times when almost every Indian
stands up for Kashmir, few do it for
Kashmiris. As Jha writes in his engagingly
pieced together book, In Praise of
Coalition Politics and Other Essays on
Indian Democracy (Speaking Tiger Books),
“If we believe Kashmir is ours, let us also
believe that Kashmiris are not ‘others’....
Reopen the space for political dialogue.
End the culture of suspicion and let civil
society breathe again.”

Much respected for his frank and
fearless interventions in Parliament, Jha,
besides being a Rashtriya Janata Dal
representative in the Rajya Sabha, is also
an academic at Delhi University. He brings
the same qualities to his writing, some of
which were initially published as
condensed columns in the media. He
takes a clear stand, be it on Kashmir or
caste, Waqf or universities.

Politics of exclusion
On the wagf property issue, he uses a

subheading titled, ‘A struggle between
zulm (cruelty) and insaaf (justice)’,
leaving no scope for speculation. “(Wagf)
is not merely about property; it is about
charity, legacy and community...It is one
of the last standing architectures of
self-determined care. To tighten state
control over (wagf properties), without
accountability or consent, is to sever a
lifeline....From being denied housing and
told what they can eat to being watched
on college campuses, Muslim citizens find
themselves and their ways of being more
excluded than ever in India....The
amended wagqf law is an act of economic
ruination and humiliation dressed in the
language of procedure.”

With a little whisper here and rising
above the din there, he builds his case as
a formidable voice on contemporary
challenges facing the country. As he
writes in the introduction, “From a
secular and civic version of nationalism,
we have slipped into a nationalism that is
violent, exclusionary and premises upon
revenge. Religious majoritarianism
combined with the use of brute state
power against its citizens has endangered
all the gains of democratic development
of the last seven decades.”

Among the vulnerable are those who
speak up against such a tendency, those
who distinguish between the nation and
the government. With the boundaries
between the two often blurring, Jha
reminds readers, “We must have a

football field of distance between ‘loving
your government” and ‘loving your
nation’.”

Front row seat

If Jha, a two-time MP, is a relatively new
voice, former Rajya Sabha MP Shahid
Siddiqui is a veteran, hobnobbing with
parliamentarians from the late 1970s.
Often, he occupied a front row seat to the
theatre of Indian politics.

Now, as he completes 75 years,
travelling from Ghalib’s Ballimaran to
Edwin Lutyens’ New Delhi, he has
allowed himself the luxury of a walk
down memory lane with I, Witness
(Rupa). Siddiqui clearly relishes his
interaction with various Prime Ministers
through the years. He happily shares his
photographs with politicians of every
hue. With some, like Rajiv Gandhi, he
enjoyed rare trust and camaraderie, as
evidenced in Siddiqui’s frank disclosure of
Gandhi’s fondness for kebabs and phirni.
Siddiqui paints a picture of Rajiv Gandhi
as a man who tried to build bridges with
the Muslim community following L.K.
Advani’s violence-ridden Rath Yatra.

Siddiqui takes off his velvet gloves
when talking of Narasimha Rao and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. He holds the former
“responsible for the demolition” of Babri
Masjid; and writes in detail how Rao went
incommunicado when the mosque was
demolished in Ayodhya on December 6,
1992. “Ram Mandir was to be his legacy.

However, things didn’t work out the way
he planned,” writes Siddiqui.

On Vajpayee, he doesn’t leave much
unsaid, noting, “Without him, the
Bharatiya Janata Party wouldn’t have
been what it is today....There would not
have been an Advani or a Narendra Modi
without the pragmatic and acceptable

Vajpayee.”
Sweet interchanges

Between them, Jha and Siddiqui paint a
picture of their respective times. At times
Jha’s strokes are sharp and trenchant; he
never sets out to lull the readers with a
false rainbow. Of course, he backs it up
with poetry, as Gopalkrishna Gandhi
reminds us in the foreword: “In these
writings, there is ‘Paash’. One also finds
Firaq...One gets to meet several English
writers.” At others, Siddiqui, a seasoned
editor himself, tells us of another age
when Prime Ministers gave time to
journalists, MPs mingled freely and
frequently, and there was often more than
a sweet interchange of mutual praise.
Siddiqui’s book is at times nostalgic, more
so when he talks of Habib Tanvir and
Hasrat Mohani in his haveli in Old Delhi.
Otherwise, he is the proverbial fly on the
wall of politicians of a bygone era, one
who has witnessed the vicissitudes of
times.

Jha’s book, throbbing with immediacy,
is a wake-up call, the cry of a sailor of a
sinking ship.

‘Let civil society breathe’: two voices on contemporary

challenges

fofde Wrargdl ot g a4 & quSTe gHifaal )

3(Tarol

e Parliamentarian and academic Manoj Kumar Jha pushes for constructive and inclusive
politics in his book of essays.

e 3R Rrenfae a=e $UR 31 3U- el Bt s 8§ TaTald iR TaTa=f Ieifa ot
JPHIad I ¢
e Another veteran, former MP Shahid Siddiqui, takes a walk down memory lane to give a
ringside view of Indian politics from Rajiv Gandhi to Modi.

T 31 IRy,

T TR B g, Troig ieh A /i a6 |

Reading Manoj Kumar Jha

S PUR T HI AT

g enfeg RiEiet, Wiowl &1 am1 ad gu HRdH Ieifd &1 rrgs
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Reading Manoj Kumar Jha is like having a communication with your soul.

TS HR S DI UgAT T J TG H3 ol g |

He doesn’t befuddle you with cute phrases or awe you with smart wordplay.

Ig MTID! JY&¥ ATl a1 TR Wegl o YT g1 Hd |

Page by page, sentence by sentence, he exposes the rough edges of our society, often
wilfully indifferent to innate chasm and deep fissures.

U &R U, 919 <X 919y, I8 §HR THS B B R TSI BT IR B 8, Sl SRR
ST @TS 3R T8¥ ¥R & Ufd Ierii & 8

He brings into stark focus the politics of our times when almost every Indian stands up for
Kashmir, few do it for Kashmiris.

I8 BUR T &1 IS TR TR YHT SAd §, T THT 83 HRA HIUR & e W1 g
2, Afp 9gd 1 1 SeifEl & e @S g g

As Jha writes in his book In Praise of Coalition Politics and Other Essays on Indian
Democracy (Speaking Tiger Books), “If we believe Kashmir is ours, let us also believe that
**Kashmiris are not ‘others’.... Reopen the space for political dialogue. End the culture of
suspicion and let civil society breathe again.”

ST o T SrueT faraTa 31 U SITH HINfR Uififedd TS 3ier TaW i §fea- SHibt
(@RS e ga9) H forad €, “3R g0 A € for HRiiR guRT €, ot W I8 ot 1 =gy
% ~HY 3=y T8I §.... Ao Tare & e ST SIaRT Wal | Yag &) Gpid & W By
3R MRS 9 &1 R A Wi A4 &l

Much respected for his frank and fearless interventions in Parliament, Jha, besides being a
Rashtriya Janata Dal representative in the Rajya Sabha, is also an academic at Delhi
University.

g A 3% Uy 3R i gxadal & e 3 &1 sgd S fosar S 81 3 9 Fad
TSTHHT # IMPTT o1l &t & wfaffdr g, sfeep faeeht fgyfaremera & midper 41 €1

He brings the same qualities to his writing, some of which were initially published as
condensed columns in the media.

I8 30T et F off wEt ur ol B, O @ o I | wifsan | dféra e & wu A
UHIRId gL A
He takes a clear stand, be it on Kashmir or caste, Waqf or universities.

9% WY ¥W 3T 8, I8 98 PR 8l I1 STfa, 9% &) 1 fayfaemeq|

Politics of exclusion

IR Fi IS

On the waqf property issue, he uses a subheading titled, ‘A struggle between zulm
(cruelty) and insaaf (justice)’, leaving no scope for speculation.

TG JURI e, W, 98 U UG HT ITINT HRd &, " (FRaT) 3N 1% (|rd) & g
T, SR fodlt siedhd &1 s g S|

“(Waqf) is not merely about property; it is about charity, legacy and community... It is one
of the last standing architectures of self-determined care.

“(@FP) Had Jufl & IR B g 3; I8 g, favrad ok Wqe™ & SR # §... 78 wWivuifea
TTUTE F1 3o A WA & § U 3

To tighten state control over (wagf properties), without accountability or consent, is to sever
a lifeline....

au%mmﬁ(mﬁuﬁﬁ)wmmmméwm,wﬁﬂmm

From being denied housing and told what they can eat to being watched on college
campuses, Muslim citizens find themselves and their ways of being more excluded than
everin India....

ST ¥ dfd fHT o ¥ AR 3¢ 9T ST § b J 1 W1 b &, 3R Pias Sl o
R T 9 ao, GRaw AR® YRd 8 Gg &1 SR 30 SiaRich &I Ugd 9 wal 3ifi®
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The amended waqf law is an act of economic ruination and humiliation dressed in the
language of procedure.”

GG ap BT e Fafdl ok Sraw™ &1 & 7, St wfohan &t e  forger gam g1
With a little whisper here and rising above the din there, he builds his case as a formidable
voice on contemporary challenges facing the country.

g1 T ! PUGIEE 3R d81 UR & 819 HW I3HR, T8 ¥ & A THBTE gHoa
IR TS GUTIRITA! ATaTS & =0 & 3T HIHET 41 § |

As he writes in the introduction, “From a secular and civic version of nationalism, we have
slipped into a nationalism that is violent, exclusmnary and premlses upon revenge

ST b g reTa 9 Rored 2, gy SR ANTR® rﬂrs;;z TR ¥ Fraad: T
RIyare # 9d TN §, S feae, afgeetit § ik uferity uR enutd g

Religious majoritarianism combined with the use of brute state power against its citizens
has endangered all the gains of democratic development of the last seven decades.”

UTftfer TgReIParg 99 AR & fAATE Tsd $t $SR e & IR ¥ e ofrar €, 9 78
U IId aTe! & diediae ey @ g4 Suafer & @k § S eargl”

Among the vulnerable are those who speak up against such a tendency, those who
distinguish between the nation and the government.

o 31 SRRAE 3 § o Ot gty & fRrars aier €, S 1Y ofR TRPR & did 3k I B

With the boundaries between the two often blurring, Jha reminds readers, “We must have a
football field of distance between ‘loving your government’ and ‘loving your nation’.”

S 29 a1 & o B FAE SRR gueh 8 St §, @ 3 ure ! &) A foad €, g St
WHR ° UH B 3R ‘30 Y H T S & i U Peard g fora-t g @it
a‘l‘%‘ql”

Front row seat

The 3 e

If Jha, a two-time MP, is a relatively new voice, former Rajya Sabha MP Shahid Siddiqui is a
veteran, hobnobbing with parliamentarians from the late 1970s.

e 3T, S & SR TS X8 b o, SUEHd T3 3MTaTS 8, Al ISTTHT & Yd |ig 2mfee Rrgtat
TH aE 8, ST 1970 & SRIP & ITIY U Tl & 1Y gad-Bred B 8

Often, he occupied a front row seat to the theatre of Indian politics.

AR, I5I RGN IS & Ted H9 |R Whe 3 e R 9671

Now, as he completes 75 years, travelling from Ghalib’s Ballimaran to Edwin Lutyens’
New Delhi, he has allowed himself the luxury of a walk down memory lane with /, Witness
(Rupa).

3fd, 91§ 4 75 98 [ FR I3 §, MiAa & areftarT= § vsfaq gfedw & =% et a& ot amn
FRd gU, IBI WG Bl /, Witness (&7 & T4 wfaal @ Tiferal & g0 &7 3/awR o g
Siddiqui clearly relishes his interaction with various Prime Ministers through the years.
Rt Ty ¥ A aul ¥ [ yurwiEa & 91 o Hare #1 o ad & |

He happily shares his photographs with politicians of every hue.

3 G ¥ §R UBR & 137 &b 1Y U= G I AR g

With some, like Rajiv Gandhi, he enjoyed rare trust and camaraderie, as evidenced in
Siddiqui’s frank disclosure of Gandhi's fondness for kebabs and phirni.

$O & 1Y, o et Wi, T gotH faym IR SR Saieh &1 o foran, SR s wih
Fa 3R B & MF & IR & R & -1 YA I uaT Iadi g1

Siddiqui paints a picture of Rajiv Gandhi as a man who tried to build bridges with the Muslim
community following L.K. Advani’s violence-ridden Rath Yatra.

Rt et Mt # B3 U T Safad & T TRgd B & forei- Ua.d. Tsarvl &t i
F U Y AT & S1C GRAT TG Y TS B HIRIR Bl |

Siddiqui takes off his velvet gloves when talking of Narasimha Rao and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

gmwﬁmmmﬁwmwwmwmﬁwﬁ
|
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He holds the former “responsible for the demolition” of Babri Masjid; and writes in detail how
Rao went incommunicado when the mosque was demolished in Ayodhya on December 6,
1992.

3 Ugd & aTa) Afdie & “faedy & forg ey Aa §; ok R 3 forad & fe sra 5t 6
fedaR 1992 Y 3T H Af¥e AR 91 WR 7119 81 Y Y

‘Ram Mandir was to be his legacy. However, things didn’t work out the way he planned,”

writes Siddiqui.

%mwﬁ?mﬁmaﬁw T | BTdfeh, Aol I Aol & IR ol gs,” RiEi®! forad
I

On Vajpayee, he doesn’t leave much unsaid, noting, “Without him, the Bharatiya Janata

Party wouldn’t have been what it is today.... There would not have been an Advani or a

Narendra Modi without the pragmatic and acceptable Vajpayee.”

IO R, 3 98 $© ST ol BISd, forad §, “I7h 91 URHT Si+1aT Uref o<1 St § 98
T2t gIeit..... s arult a1 g WY oft e SR Werd areried & fom el a1

Sweet interchanges

YR MMEH-UGH

Between them, Jha and Siddiqui paint a picture of.their respective times.
2T 3R Rt 3u-3m Ioy &t aXdiR O % g |

At times Jha’s strokes are sharp and trenchant; he never sets out to lull the readers with a
false rainbow.

FH-FH I & T a9 SR URGR Bd §; d Ht 17 Ul &1 S SHUT 4 TgaH ol FAberd |
Of course, he backs it up with poetry, as Gopalkrishna Gandhi reminds us in the foreword:
“In these writings, there is ‘Paash’. One also finds Firaq... One gets to meet several English
writers.”

72 =0 ¥, 3 38 Sfaar § grda 2a €, S i Hrraewr widh wRdre § are feaa 8 <5
T 7 urer g1 e i a2 iR &2 3ol dae! 3 fire o1 SrawR fiaar g1

At others, Siddiqui, a seasoned editor himself, tells us of another age when Prime Ministers
gave time to journalists, MPs mingled freely and frequently, and there was often more than a
sweet interchange of mutual praise.

T8 3R, RIEPY, St ge U Sy Iuee B, Bﬁwﬁﬁwéﬁaﬁﬁm%wwmsﬁ
TSR] & IHT 3d 3, NG W R TR-aR Had-gad ¥, 3R SRR TR U=l T Had
AR SHTGH-Ua 8 g1 giell Tl

Siddiqui’s book is at times nostalgic, more so when he talks of Habib Tanvir and Hasrat
Mohani in his haveli in Old Delhi.

et Bt fopdre Beit-t wyfergof &) o §, Trgek o 9 3o+ qRTt fReeht @t gach A
T ddIR 3R ORd HIgTHI &1 o1d Hd g

Otherwise, he is the proverbial fly on the wall of politicians of a bygone era, one who has
witnessed the vicissitudes of times.

(YT, 3§t T & Adrefl Bt AR R 33 ARt o1 aRE &, 617 IHg & IAR-I¢E oW g
Jha’s book, throbbing with immediacy, is a wake-up call, the cry of a sailor of a sinking
ship.

o1 3t fpare, St aapiferedr I uSad 8, U6 W &1 [HR §, Uh gad Jg & 1dd di
Eitchd
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Stealth frigates Udaygiri,
Himgiri to join Navy today

The vessels are follow-on variants of Shivalik-class frigates; they have advanced weaponry, modern

sensor systems designed to execute full spectrum of maritime operations in blue-water conditions

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

he Indian Navy is
I I lset to commission
the state-of-the-art

Project 17A stealth frigates
Udaygiri and Himgiri at the
Naval Base in Visakhapat-
nam on Tuesday.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh will preside ov-
er the event, which will
mark the first-ever simulta-
neous commissioning of
two frontline warships
built at different shipyards.

Enhanced capability

Mr. Singh said that both
vessels were follow-on var-
iants of the Shivalik-class
frigates. They featured en-
hanced stealth capabili-
ties, advanced weaponry,
and modern sensor Ssys-
tems designed to execute
the full spectrum of mari-
time operations in blue-
water conditions. Udaygiri,
built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. in Mum-
bai, and Himgiri, con-
structed by Garden Reach
Shipbuilders & Engineers

Ready to serve: INS Udaygiri during its launch at Mazgaon Docks Limited in Mumbai in May 2022. pTi

(GRSE) in Kolkata, show-
case India’s growing ship-
building expertise and in-
ter-yard collaboration.
Notably, Udaygiri was the
fastest of her class to be de-
livered after launch, owing
to the adoption of modular
construction techniques.
Designed in-house by
the Navy’s Warship Design
Bureau (WDB), Udaygiri is

the 100th vessel to be de-
signed, marking a miles-
tone in five decades of indi-
genous warship design.
Both frigates are fitted with
combined diesel or gas
(CODOG) propulsion, an
integrated platform man-
agement system, and ad-
vanced Indian-made wea-
pons and sensors. With
nearly 75% indigenous con-

tent — supported by several
MSMEs - the ships embo-
dy the vision of Aatmanirb-
har Bharat, the Ministry
added.

Reviving the heritage of
earlier warships that bore
these names, the new fri-
gates will now join the
Eastern Fleet, substantially
enhancing the Navy’s
reach in the Indian Ocean.
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Stealth frigates Udaygiri, Himgiri to join Navy today

Wi firite Sqafiy, feafift smer A= & =nfare g1

The vessels are follow-on variants of Shivalik-class frigates; they have
advanced weaponry, modern sensor systems designed to execute full
spectrum of maritime operations in blue-water conditions

T Uia Rrarfere-gvft fFiew & wiat-3iiq aftte §; 374 S9d R, snyfe
IR Rey @t € o ia urit ot uifRufoat & wgsht st & q¥ Waed &t
3o ¢ & forg fEwmg fpg e §

o The Indian Navy is set to commission the state-of-the-art Project 17A stealth frigates
Udaygiri and Himgiri at the Naval Base in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday.

YR AT S TeaR &1 fammarug=a & THAE 38 R yfs diae 17A Wi ke
Ieafiify v fRuff &) SHriiee B s 31

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will preside over the event, which will mark the first-ever
simultaneous commissioning of two frontline warships built at different shipyards.
&1 T} STy g S SRAGHH BT S S, Ol SHeRT-3e Ryars ¥ 99 §f hedrsA
ggUIdl o T 1Y Ugat IR SR ol fafgd s

Enhanced capability

AEAX &

e Mr. Singh said that both vessels were follow-on variants of the Shivalik-class frigates. They
featured enhanced stealth capabilities, advanced weaponry, and modern sensor systems
designed to execute the full spectrum of maritime operations in blue-water conditions.

st Rig 3 a1 5 S Ui RrarfRres-Aoft iy & wial-3if atie 81 378 I9d K &HdT,
S BRI AR SMyfieh IR Rieed ol ¢, St et o= a7 uRRiferal & gl st &
R TWereH P IGTH 3 P oY FEoirs b Y &

e Udayagiri, built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd. in Mumbai, and Himgiri, constructed by
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata, showcase India’s growing
shipbuilding expertise and inter-yard collaboration.

IR, o das o werTia sie Rufyes forfies 3 s, ok feufafy, S e &
ST 9 Rrufyesd v seifawd (GRsE) 7 fAffa forar, yrd ot sgd RufsfeET foRwsar
3R $eR-U1S WEII HI Nl 3 |

* Notably, Udaygiri was the fastest of her class to be delivered after launch, owing to the
adoption of modular construction techniques.

IRaqs 8 fb S dir & a1g Ggd 8 aran oot Aoft 1 Jad ot dia o1, i 39
Hrsger fAutor aa-itel &1 sro=m ATl

o Designed in-house by the Navy’s Warship Design Bureau (WDB), Udayagiri is the 100th

vessel to be designed, marking a milestone in five decades of indigenous warship design.

TR ¥ IR fEergT SR (WDB) R 37-8189 s fu U Igafiik &t 100ai dia &
wU ¥ fEere fovan T, S WeRll gguid fE9s &1 uid axie! 1 I H U Hid 61 URR 5

e Both frigates are fitted with combined diesel or gas (CODOG) propulsion, an integrated
platform management system, and advanced Indian-made weapons and sensors.
31 Bpiey § hatse See 3R {9 (CODOG) UUR, Thlhd WeHTH Uait FuMel 3R
IAd YR Hd SRAR R I & 5|

o With nearly 75% indigenous content — supported by several MSMEs — the ships embody
the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, the Ministry added.

P 75% TSI AT B MSMEs & I I 37 Uldl 3 AR HRd &1 uRpeu o1
T &0 faa g, Hared A STl

e Reviving the heritage of earlier warships that bore these names, the new frigates will now join
the Eastern Fleet, substantially enhancing the Navy’s reach in the Indian Ocean.
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Centre allows
one-time
switch from

UPS to NPS
GS II: Social Security |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Monday introduced a one-
time, one-way switch facili-
ty from the Unified Pen-
sion Scheme (UPS) to the
National Pension System
(NPS).

From April 1, the go-
vernment has introduced
the UPS as an option under
the NPS for Central govern-
ment employees. UPS will
provide assured payouts to
the employees.

Around 31,555 Central
government employees
have opted for UPS till July
20, and the last date to en-
roll is September 30.

In an office memoran-
dum, the Ministry said the
facility will be available to
employees who have opted
for UPS. “This switch facili-
ty may be exercised by UPS
optees any time not later
than one year prior to the
date of superannuation or
three months prior to the
date of retirement in case
of voluntary retirement, as
applicable,” it added.

Qentre allows one-time syvitch from UPS to NPS
&% 1 QUi 9 TYiTH § U 9R 9¢d1d &l
rgafa &

The Finance Ministry on Monday introduced a one-time, one-way
switch facility from the Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) to the
National Pension System (NPS).

o WAt A HHaR &1 gABIES URH WhIF (UPS) | AR URH
Rrew (NPS) # T® OR, TP dRWT 9aaTd 31 Jiaem I o1

. From April 1, the government has introduced the UPS as an option under the
NPS for Central government employees. UPS will provide assured payouts to the
employees.

1 30T I WPHR 7 HeT TP} HHANE! & oy NPs & sfaifd uPs &1 U fawed
¥ = O forar g1 UPS SR & Rf¥a Yia™ ueH S|

o Around 31,555 Central government employees have opted for UPS till July
20, and the last date to enroll is September 30.

TRTHT 31,555 PAT AP HHATIRGT - 20 JaATS dH UPS TAT €, 3R 98 AHiH
@1 sifaw fafy 30 RdeR 21

. In an office memorandum, the Ministry said the facility will be available to
employees who have opted for UPS.

TP HIAT 194 8, HATAT - 651 fob g GauT 39 HHARA! DI Juasy gifl forsiA
UPS T B

. “This switch facility may be exercised by UPS optees any time not later than
one year prior to the date of superannuation or three months prior to the date of
retirement in case of voluntary retirement, as applicable,” it added.

“Jg FEaTd GauT UPS T aTel SHaRT frit 1 Toa UanT 3% 9hd §, 931d b 8
Ja1-fgfit @1 ke § T a9 ugd a1 Wiess Yar-ght @ fRufa & Jarfgha &t arkta
q i HEH U a0 81,” g gl Tl

1. Background
e NPS

Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) vs. National Pension System (NPS)

o Introduced in 2004 (for Central Govt. employees), later opened for all citizens
(2009).

o Replaced the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) which gave a defined benefit pension (50%
of last salary + DA, guaranteed).

o NPS is a Defined Contribution (DC) scheme, not defined benefit.

o Announced in Union Budget 2024-25 (July 2024) by Finance Minister.
o Designed as a hybrid pension model combining features of OPS (assured benefit) and
NPS (sustainability, fund-based).
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o Implemented from April 1, 2025 for new entrants in govt. service.
2. Key Features of National Pension System (NPS)
e Contributory Scheme:
o Employee: 10% of basic pay + DA
o Govt. (for Central Govt. employees): 14% of basic pay + DA
e Fund Management:
o Contributions invested in market instruments (equity, govt. bonds, corporate bonds,
etc.).
o Returns depend on market performance.
o Withdrawal & Pension:
o Atretirement (60 yrs), 60% can be withdrawn as lump sum (tax-free).
o Atleast 40% must be used to buy an annuity — gives monthly pension (amount
depends on annuity rates).
e Risk: Market-linked, so no guaranteed pension.
3. Key Features of Unified Pension Scheme (UPS)
e Assured Minimum Pension:
o Govt. employees will get 50% of last drawn basic pay as minimum guaranteed
pension (similar to OPS).
e Contributions:
o Govt. will contribute 18.5% of basic pay + DA (higher than NPS’s 14%).
o Employee contribution structure still linked to NPS model (10%).
e Family Pension:
o Minimum of 60% of assured pension to spouse/family after employee’s death.
e Hybrid Nature:
o Fund-based (like NPS) — to maintain fiscal sustainability.
o Assured benefit (like OPS) — to reduce uncertainty for employees.
e Scope:
o Applies to Central Govt. employees joining from April 1, 2025 onwards.
o Existing employees under NPS can opt to migrate to UPS.

4. Comparative Table

Feature NPS UPS
Start Year 2004 2025 (announced 2024 Budget)
Type Defined Contribution Hybrid (Defined Benefit + Contribution)
govt. 14% of Basic + DA 18.5% of Basic + DA
Contribution
Employee 0 . o (Ti i
Contribution 10% of Basic + DA 10% (likely retained)
Pension Guarantee No (market-linked) Yes (50% of last basic pay assured)
Family Pension  Based on annuity 60% of assured pension
o All citizens, Govt. Central Govt. employees joining after Apr
Applicability employees post-2004 2025 (option to migrate)
Fiscal Burden Less (sustainable) Higher than NPS, but less than OPS
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Air-drop test success a
big step in Gaganyaan
mission: ISRO scientist

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The first Integrated Air
Drop Test (IADT-01) con-
ducted successfully at Sri-
harikota on Sunday marks
an important step for Ga-
ganyaan, India’s keenly
watched programme for
sending humans to space,
A. Rajarajan, senior scien-
tist with the Indian Space
Research Organisation (IS-
RO) and Director, Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC), said on Monday.

The ISRO will follow up
IADT-01 with the second
Test Vehicle Mission (TV-
D2) and the uncrewed Ga-
ganyaan-1 (Gl) flight — two
of the critical trials lined
up before the actual mis-
sion carrying astronauts —
soon, Mr. Rajarajan told
The Hindu.

He described the up-
coming TV-D2 as a “com-
plex mission” that will put
to test the crew escape sys-
tem (CES) under critical
conditions. The ISRO had
successfully accomplished
the Gaganyaan TV-D1 mis-

sion in October 2023. Such
tests are vital as safety is of
paramount importance in
manned missions, he said.

For the uncrewed Gl
mission, the spacecraft will
be launched aboard a hu-
man-rated LVM3 rocket.
The mission will also have
on board Vyommitra, the
humanoid robot deve-
loped by the ISRO.

‘VSSC plays major role’
On the success of IADT-01,
Mr. Rajarajan said that as
VSSC Director, he was hap-
py that the test went as ex-
pected. The VSSC had a
major role in IADT-01, be-
ing responsible for “90%”
of the activities alongside
the Human Space Flight
Centre (HSFC) and SDSC-
SHAR and other agencies,
including the Indian Air
Force, he said.

IADT-01 successfully de-
monstrated the parachute-
based crew module decel-
eration system for Gaga-
nyaan. The VSSC had
carried out the end-to-end
modelling for this test, Mr.
Rajarajan said.

Air-drop test success a
big step in Gaganyaan
mission: ISRO scientist
TR-GIU e st
Thad A AR |
U® 981 HSH: T

The first Integrated Air Drop Test
(IADT-01) conducted
successfully at Sriharikota on
Sunday marks an important step
for Gaganyaan, India’s keenly
watched programme for sending
humans to space, A. Rajarajan,
senior scientist with the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and Director, Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC),
said on Monday.

UGl S¢RIeS TAR I ¢ (IADT-
01) IfaaR + delkPpier d

far wan, it
TR, Sfafve & agsl &1 Ao
& YRd & Igied rashy BT
TP AUl G 7, TAT AHaR
D URAT Sfafver SrgaU e+
(ISRO) & af¥y agf® i fasew
TRTHTS 3icf¥el H% (VSSC) &
fre=T® €. SRS A FETl

) The ISRO will follow up IADT-01
with the second Test Vehicle Mission
(TV-D2) and the uncrewed Gaganyaan-1
(G1) flight — two of the critical trials lined
up before the actual mission carrying
astronauts — soon, Mr. Rajarajan told The
Hindu.

ISRO S/ &1 IADT-01 & §1G G| ¢¥e

Frpd f=E (TV-D2) 3R {1 1% aTar TRFATE-1 (G1) &Yl HIM — J S| ard s
AT UM ¥ Ugd & Hedqul URI&0r § — U1 ot JoR1eH A § fég &1 samn|
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o He described the upcoming TV-D2 as a “complex mission” that will put to test the crew
escape system (CES) under critical conditions. The ISRO had successfully accomplished the
Gaganyaan TV-D1 mission in October 2023. Such tests are vital as safety is of paramount
importance in manned missions, he said.

I SMTH TV-D2 ®I U “Sfed = gar S R uRfufaal o g by Red (CES)
D1 URIE0T BTN | ISRO A SagaR 2023 H I TV-D1 = &) T o ol
I FgT o TY uieur srid Aeayul € aifer Araged Rl o QRa gt g1

e For the uncrewed G1 mission, the spacecraft will be launched aboard a human-rated LVM3
rocket. The mission will also have on board Vyommitra, the humanoid robot developed by
the ISRO.

o= areie atal G1 fi== & forw siafer a9 &Y AFa-Xes LVM3 Ridbe IR gt fear S|
39 e[ # ISRO gRT fasRid AFareR Jdie swfa +f wnfie grmi

‘VSSC plays major role’
‘VSSC &1 WqE YfHer

e On the success of IADT-01, Mr. Rajarajan said that as VSSC Director, he was happy that the
test went as expected. The VSSC had a major role in IADT-01, being responsible for “90%” of
the activities alongside the Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC) and SDSC-SHAR and other
agencies, including the Indian Air Force, he said.

IADT-01 &1 THadl TR 4} IASRTSH = Fel f& vssc fe=e & &u o g | § i udem
3riE & Hdlfad g3l 351 del fb vSSC &1 IADT-01 T U™ Y1 A, Sl “90%” Tifafaferm
¥ forg omieR o1, Ty € €W+ WY UTse HeX (HSFC), SDSC-SHAR 3R 317 TRyt
oyl arg AT o =i 71

o |ADT-01 successfully demonstrated the parachute-based crew module deceleration system
for Gaganyaan. The VSSC had carried out the end-to-end modelling for this test, Mr.
Rajarajan said.

IADT-01 3 TR & forT IRIR[e-3MemRd & Hiegd Hed umelt &1 haargdd UeH faa|
oY JTORTS = &gl fob 30 URT&f0T o folg vSSC A US-g-Us HisfeRT &t ot

iGS IIl: External Sector
Farmers fear removing cotton  Farmers fear removing cotton

import duty will harm prices 'mﬁ p°”ﬂ9'f'ﬁty will ha%m%p"ces
The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) said in New gz_ﬁ _\a_ Hﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ
Delhi on Monday that the decision to scrap g STTd W

import duty on cotton would further push prices W Eﬂ-r"-

of domestic cotton downwards. Talking to aﬁ-
presspersons, SKM leaders said cotton producers
in India could not compete with large,
industrial-scale cotton farmers of the United
States who had historically received massive
government subsidies. “It has been estimated

The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) said
in New Delhi on Monday that the
decision to scrap import duty on cotton
would further push prices of domestic

that, in the U.S., government subsidies are as cqtton downwards.
high as 12% of the total value of production of qYdd far waf (SKM) = IHaR B
cotton, while in India, government support is % et o weT i Furd W 3mard gep

2.37%. This massive disparity is at the core of the oy F39 &7 fofg WW @1 Al
advantage U.S. cotton farmers have over cotton el Gﬁ? o] W a-r" I

producers in developing countries,” they said.

. Talking to presspersons, SKM leaders said
cotton producers in India could not compete with large, industrial-scale cotton farmers of the
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United States who had historically received massive government subsidies.

TAHR! F §1d B §T, SKM Aa13il 3§ Fe1 o YRd & HU IATEH g9 SN M R
HUY I aTe VY 5T SMARDT & a3 wfaegyf 781 HR o o Ufagiie wu
TS TN R WHRI giege! fieft 71

e ‘It has been estimated that, in the U.S., government subsidies are as high as 12% of the total
value of production of cotton, while in India, government support is 2.37%. This massive
disparity is at the core of the advantage U.S. cotton farmers have over cotton producers in
developing countries,” they said.

“3FTAT AT T | T SmifepT & Ut IdTed & $d I BT 12% dh IRBRT qiedTe! gl
8, STafd URd & IRBRT TGN 2.37% ¢ | I8 fa=ITet SRIdTaT 81 98 T HRUT § oI HRUT
AR U frar fawra=ia <= & HU Ided! IR F¢d §1U gU B, I8 Hell

Like other relics, India’s fossils are
at high risk of being sold abroad

Fossils once bound for labs are now advertised in storefronts and auction houses: ammonites, extinct sea creatures, once crowded ancient oceans;

today, their fossilised remains are sold on the streets of Paris; larger, rarer specimens fetch staggering sums from private collectors at auctions

Anupama Chandrasekaran

n Western India, some of the
country’s richest fossil beds lie
inside open coal mines. It is
gruelling work for palaeontologists
with long days under a haze of dust, the
deafening hammering of tools, and nights
in small-town hotels with basic comforts.

In 2024, palaeontologist Sunil Bajpai
reported that at one such dig, he and his
team uncovered the fossilised vertebrae
of Vasuki indicus. This ancient giant snake
may have stretched as long as a tour bus.
But without a national repository or a
secure, catalogued fossil locker like those
abroad, the stony remains of this
47-million-year-old serpent face an
uncertain future.

“I worry about what will happen to
these fossils after I retire in two years,”
said 63-year-old Mr. Bajpai, chair
professor of vertebrate palaeontology at
IIT-Roorkee. “Will they be preserved or
fall victim to theft or vandalism?”

Around the world, fossils once bound
for labs are now advertised in storefronts
and auction houses. Ammonites, extinct
sea creatures with coiled shells, once
crowded ancient oceans. Today, their
fossilised remains are sold on the streets
of Paris. Larger, rarer specimens fetch
staggering sums at auctions from private
collectors.

In July 2024, Sotheby’s auction house
in New York sold a near-complete
stegosaurus, a plant-eating dinosaur with
spikes, for $44.6 million. It was the most
expensive fossil ever auctioned. In
California, luxury homes trumpet
dinosaur skeletons as living-room
showpieces.

Thomas Carr is a palaeontologist at the
Carthage Institute of Palaeontology in
Wisconsin in the U.S. He studies fossils of
Tyrannosaurus rex, one of the largest
meat-eating dinosaurs in history. Ina
study published this April titled
“Tyrannosaurus rex: An Endangered
Species’, Mr. Carr reported that 71
scientifically important T. rex specimens
are in private hands. Just 61 of these finds

A panoramic view of the Panandhro lignite mine in Kutch, Gujarat, showing the fossiliferous level (red arrow) where fossils of the 15-metre-long snake Vasuki

indicus were found. 5. BAJPAI AND P.VERMA

fossils is due to the subcontinent’s
prolonged isolation after splitting from
the southern supercontinent
Gondwanaland around 150 million years
ago. After India collided with Asia 50 to
60 million years ago, ancestral horses and
whales emerged along its coasts.

“As of now there are no laws governing
fossils and there are huge concerns about
vanda i d local sales taking
place,” Mr. Bajpai said. “If we don’t move
fast, we're going to lose a part of earth’s
history that you can never get back. Once
a fossil is gone, it’s gone forever.”

Unsung custodians

are held by public i

“Commercial collectors have gathered
more T. rex material than scientists have
since the first specimen was discovered,”
Mr. Carr said over a phone call. “The rate
of collection by commercial interests was
the most surprising and the most
alarming.”

Heritage at risk
Over decades, India’s cultural treasures
have often vanished into private hands. In
1898, a British landowner unearthed
hundreds of gems from a Buddhist shrine
in Uttar Pradesh. The relics stayed in his
family for generations before part of the
collection was slated for auction at
Sotheby’s in Hong Kong in 2025. The
Indian government blocked the sale.
Scientists caution that fossils could be the
next heritage lost to the auction block.

“The palaeontological record of India,
especially the Mesozoic age, is incredibly
important to our understanding of the
evolution of dinosaurs and other
organisms,” Mr. Carr said, referring to the
‘age of reptiles’ when dinosaurs ruled the
earth. “We can’t afford to lose it.”

India’s fossil record includes some of
the earliest plant life, dinosaurs and even
a skull of ancient humans. That wealth of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

Fossils can vanish without trace:

isplaced in crumbling from
heat and rain or hidden away in private
collections. One large cache of Indian
fossils today lies with the Ranga
Rao-Obergfell Trust. It is a collection built
by the late Indian pal. ist M.S.

ee

Commercial collectors have gathered
i scientists
nce the first specimen was

THOMAS CARR
CARTHAGE INSTITUTE OF PALAEONTOLOGY,
WISCONSIN

known whale ancestors. The private
collection is now kept in a Dehradun
home. Some fossils even lie exposed in
the garden, according to Mr. Bajpai. The
collection, built over decades, remains
largely unsorted and unstudied.

With no formal safeguards, some

iasts have turned custodians of

the theft. “Well, when money comes into
the picture, it’s very difficult in a country
like ours to safeguard anything because
you can put guards and you can put wire
and you can do everything. They did that
at the Mandav museum and still, they lost
some of the dinosaur eggs kept there and
nobody knows how.”

Fossils aren’t just prey for vandals or
roadside sellers anymore. A simple
Google search can lead you to sites openly
selling fossilised dinosaur eggs. They’ve
also become trophies for the rich.

The stegosaurus fossil that sold for a
record $44.6 million at Sotheby’s last year
went to hedge fund trader Kenneth
Griffin. The fossil frenzy has even drawn

India’s deep history. Vishal Verma, a
schoolteacher in Madhya Pradesh, spends
kends rescuing dinosaur bones and

Ranga Rao and his late wife, the German
palaeontologist Friedlinde Obergfell.

The couple unearthed truckloads of
fossils, including bones of a small, hoofed,
land-dwelling herbivore called Indohyus.
Dutch-American palaeontologist Hans
Thewissen examined the specimen in
2005 and spotted features that signaled
that Indohyus was one of the earliest

Afossil at the Perambalur Ammonites Centre. FiLE
PHOTO

shells from riverbeds. The limestone and
basalt hills in his neighbourhood, formed
146-65 million years ago, cradle fossilised
dinosaur nests and eggs. Ammonites
coiled like snakes, slabs of fossil wood and
shards of reptile teeth fill every corner of
Mr. Verma’s home.

“We have to recognise the importance
of these finds — they tell the story of our
past, the story of earth,” said Mr. Verma,
speaking in Hindi. “There must be strict
measures against misuse and vandalism.
Fossils should be accessible to people, but
they must also be protected.”

In 2006, Mr. Verma stumbled upon
hundreds of dinosaur eggs. He borrowed
money to rent a truck and move some to
a government museum in Mandav. But
that wasn't enough to protect them. In
2013, some of the eggs were stolen and
the rest were locked away from public
view.

“One day they were on the shelf and
the other day they weren’t,” said Ashok

Holly d celebrities like Nicolas Cage
and Leonardo DiCaprio, who once had a
bidding war over a dinosaur skull.
Sotheby’s has further stoked the appetite,
carving out a new department in 2021
selling fossils alongside space and cinema
memorabilia.

A few years ago, a draft plan for a
national fossil repository in India raised
hopes. But that plan has barely

rogressed. Experts warn that in its
absence, India’s prehistoric treasures
remain vulnerable to auctions abroad.

“With no law to prohibit their
extraction or sale, it’s entirely possible
that dinosaur eggs from India have found
their way into overseas markets,” Mr.
Bajpai said.

For now, the 27 fossilised vertebrae Mr.
Bajpai found of the Vasuki indicus rest in a
box at IIT-Roorkee. At an estimated 49
feet, the giant python-like snake would
have been longer than the T. rex that
palaeontologist Mr. Carr found to be
drifting into private hands. Only rime will
tell if this fossil will be safeguarded as a
national treasure, safe from any auction
block.

co.in

Sahni, a veteran Indian palaec of
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India’s Fossils at Risk of Being Sold Abroad

fac=n A 99 o1 & WA H HRd & SarRd

Like other re]ics, India’s fossils are at high ri§k of being sold abroad.' '
3T AT} P ARE, HRA & Siared ez # s 9 & = Sf/H H ||
Fossils once bound for labs are now advertised in storefronts and auction houses.

gwmm&&mﬂﬁaﬁﬁ 3§ d gl 3R ~Trart ==Y & fasfia f o

Ammonites, extinct sea creatures, once crowded ancient oceans; today, their fossilised
remains are sold on the streets of Paris.

TS, faqu Tl Sftq, fRrgia el reli- werar @ 4R fear o; siref 3 siiared afve

Larger, rarer specimens fetch staggering sums from private collectors at auctions.

S 3R g T ol Tt & et & srafie «mRIR U Fvd

Fossils in Western India

uf3e YRa | shargq

In Western India, some of the country’s richest fossil beds lie inside open coal mines.
U YR, 3 & PO GO TG S HeR G Sl @er! & Hiar fRid g1

It is grueling work for palaeontologists with long days under a haze of dust, the deafening
hammering of tools, and nights in small-town hotels with basic comforts.

[ 3 1T T8 B3 BT 2, RO o B IR, SRT F 958 B 2 arelt Siraret
ﬁ?@%%ﬁ%ﬁ%@?ﬁﬁﬂﬁm@?ﬁ%
In 2024, palaeontologist Sunil Bajpai reported that at one such dig, he and his team
uncovered the fossilised vertebrae of Vasuki indicus.

2024 T Ufericialione gete areradt = Sarn i U € Ue Qars | 36! <9 A argat
3Sea & Sarud He® ol |

This ancient giant snake may have stretched as long as a tour bus.

Tg Ui AT |TT Ueh @R a7 fora &l &) Tabar o |

But without a national repository or a secure, catalogued fossil locker like those abroad, the
stony remains of this 47-million-year-old serpent face an uncertain future.

difh T foeht Iftar HSTR a1 faa=ll oI JRIEr, eliaw SiaT=H dlaR &, 39 4.7 HIS ad
TR I & TS0 SRS &7 Hiasy ifAfdd g1

“I worry about what will happen to these fossils after | retire in two years,” said 63-year-old
Mr. Bajpai, chair professor of vertebrate palaeontology at liIT-Roorkee.

63 ity ot IO, S eSS dl-ve@! W v ®! Ufericiarcl & 3reae MR §, 3 Hgl
_ 21 fRieT & b 2 el g A8 arFIghy & S1E 2 AT &1 1 g
“Will they be preserved or fall victim to theft or vandalism?”

“TT S5 RI&d [T SITET a7 T AN a1 diSwIs &l RIGR g7

Global Fossil Trade
af e Siarey R

Around the world, fossils once bound for labs are now advertised in storefronts and auction
houses.

ST WR H, o Shiar=d ugd JanRITarst & o gid &, 3@ gaTi SR -andt =i 7 famia
forq ol B

Ammonites, extinct sea creatures with coiled shells, once crowded ancient oceans. Today,
their fossilised remains are sold on the streets of Paris.

THIATSEH, gHGGR Wi ardl faqwd I9&t sia, ST Ireie TR § 1R X8d A1 3 398
Siarfed saey i &t 986! R o9 9 B
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Larger, rarer specimens fetch staggerlng sums at auctions from private collectors.
S 3R g STaRy T et | felt Wumgd! ¥ U 369 UTd ad 5|

In July 2024, Sotheby’s auction house in New York sold a near-complete stegosaurus for
$44.6 million. It was the most expensive fossil ever auctioned.

JaTs 2024 T =gaTd yd Qyelt Framdt = 7 amerr gof Tmand &1 44.6 fafera ster o
1| UG S db HIeH fHaT a1 Gad HET SHared 7|

In California, luxury homes trumpet dinosaur skeletons as I|V|ng room showpieces.

= TR TR 3T SGTRH Bl Follae & o SRR HpTa UERid a%d g

Tyrannosaurus Rex and Private Collections

TRRTINGIRY Y& 3R feht Tug

Thomas Carr, palaeontologist at the Carthage Institute of Palaeontology, Wisconsin
(U S.), studies fossus of Tyrannosaurus rex.

YT PR, FTAT S 31w tferdetarh, fapi=u (3mifven & tfereraiore,
TRRTARIRE YR & SaTRAT BT SR PR g |
In April 2024, Carr published a study titled ‘Tyrannosaurus rex: An Endangered Species’,
reporting that 71 specimens are in private hands, while only 61 finds are with public
institutions.

U 2024 H HR A TRRTFNIRY ¥IRNT: T Teois Wity 3ive It sreags weiiid faa,
forers saman man fas 71 g foelt g1 & €, Sefe Bad 61 Ardwif=e WA & U |
“Commercial collectors have gathered more T. rex material than scientists have since the
first specimen was discovered,” Mr. Carr said.

ft BR I FYT — “ATGATAD FATEH! - U ST BT WIS & 91 o IF;MDb! BT JaT &
e <. Yo Il Uhd @i gl
“The rate of collection by commercial interests was the most surprising and alarming.”

AT fEdl gRT T 3t fa a4 b arat 3R feiareqe gt

Heritage at Risk
Ty H faRmaa

Over decades, India’s cultural treasures have often vanished into private hands.

Y@ Y YRA S TRPfad tRIgY SRR el g1l & 7t 1 81

In 1898, a British landowner unearthed hundreds of gems from a Buddhist shrine in Uttar
Pradesh.

1898 T TS fafex FiiaR 7 SR USW & TP A HieR A AP S| 7d TS T |

The relics stayed in his family for generations before part of the collection was slated for
auction at Sotheby’s Hong Kong in 2025.

T 3aRY Yifed! d ITd uRaR H I8, 399 Uga foh TUE &1 U fgxdr 2025 A Jydt giTepiT
H et o fore T

The Indian government blocked the sale.

YRAH WRPR A [t & A

Scientists caution that fossils could be the next heritage lost to the auction block.

T dra-t 3d & b Sftared el eRIER 8 Ihd g o ATl sl IR T Wd |

India’s Fossil Record

YR BT SiarH ifierg

“The palaeontological record of India, especially the Mesozoic age, is incredibly important to
understanding the evolution of dinosaurs and other organisms.”

“YRd %1 Yferieaitored sifiea, faRives ARilvis® g, STaATER 3R 3 Siial & ey
aﬁwsﬁ%%qmﬁu%aqﬂf%r'

India’s fossil record includes some of the earliest plant life, dinosaurs, and even a skull of
ancient humans.
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YRA $T ARy ST 8 WRFS Nl & sitaT, STATERT R J81 9 & Ui agsat
P GIUSY B!+t 2 Har g

This wealth is due to India’s isolation after splitting from Gondwanaland 150 million
years ago and its later collision with Asia 50—-60 million years ago, which led to the
emergence of ancestral horses and whales.

g% UGT URd & 150 faferas af ugd Misar ds & 3@ g1 & qIg & SeRTa 3R 50-60
frfera af ugd oA @ T & BRI, RN gde 91 3R R ST 5T

“As of now there are no laws governing fossils and there are huge concerns about
vandalisation and local sales taking place said Mr. Bajpai.

ot oIt 3 FET - “3rE dF SitarHl @) FEfa $e 9T FIS FA 2§ R FshmRE
3R =T faet o) AR 78t fard g1

“If we don’t move fast, we're going to lose a part of earth’s history that you can never get
back. Once a fossil is gone, it's gone forever.”

«gfe g1 dol ¥ &1 et B3, Ot g0 Yl & 3faer &1 98 fewam @ <t ot it a7 o
THdT| Th IR SIarRA Il 747 df 98 HRN & fold Iar Tam |

Unsung Custodians

YA WP

Fossils can vanish without trace: misplaced in storerooms, crumbling from heat and rain or
hidden away in private collections.

Sar=y fom1 H1% A B1S T9d 81 ¥dhd §: TR B 1 g1 o1, THY 3R a1fe=t I ge o
1 freit et o fu o

One large cache of Indian fossils today lies with the Ranga Rao-Obergfell Trust.

31T YR ARyt &1 U F81 HeR I AG-Naiihd g3 & U ¢

It is a collection built by late Indian palaeontologist M.S. Ranga Rao and his late wife,
German palaeontologist Friedlinde Obergfell.

Ig T fGaTd YRR QRISHAaR T, TH. T 319 3R I7®! fedTTd Tall, ST QRIoNa a1
WIsSieis Maitha gRT 1T T T

The couple unearthed truckloads of fossils, including bones of a small, hoofed, land-dwelling
herbivore called Indohyus.

39 3Ufd 3 T R Shiared AT, 59 gSieray 9He Bie, TR d1d, RIS WHRR & gl
ot i ot

Dutch-American palaeontologist Hans Thewissen examined the specimen in 2005 and
spotted features that signaled that Indohyus was one of the earliest known whale ancestors.

€9-3AR®! RIsHafawT-I g7 AT 3 2005 & 37 TG ST 519 B SR TH &0 97T S Il
7 % $STory 1 @@ gdell § 9 T Ul
The private collection is now kept in a Dehradun home. Some fossils even lie exposed in the
garden, according to Mr. Bajpai.
ggrﬁqgu; 3F eRg & U TR T X7 T 8| 4t oS & S8R $F Sitarzd df i & off

I
The collection, built over decades, remains largely unsorted and unstudied.
<! B g1 U8 T SfUpira: Srouafyd iR g 3|
With no formal safeguards, some enthusiasts have turned custodians of India’s deep
history.
faret Sfuenies JRe&M & ST B $T ITET AT URA & e 3faeTd & WEd 9 T ¢ |
Vishal Verma, a schoolteacher in Madhya Pradesh, spends weekends rescuing dinosaur
bones and shells from riverbeds.

A YR & U e fa=mer qut Iwrgid W <t 9d I SR 3t fFar ok 3@ 99
gl

The limestone and basalt hills, formed 146-65 million years ago, cradle fossilised
dinosaur nests and eggs.

146-65 fafera=T o Ugd 97 TAT URR 3R SATeE B URIfEAT AT T SRR 9Ivd iR
3 &} BT YU gU & |
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Ammonites coiled like snakes, slabs of fossil wood and shards of reptile teeth fill every
corner of Mr. Verma’s home.

Y 9 Faelt AR MATSCH, WA=y aos! &1 ufgar ok Wy gldl & gops Mt aai &
WFRDAH WREI

“We have to recognise the importance of these finds — they tell the story of our past, the
story of earth,” said Mr. Verma.

“gH 7 WISl & HEd Bl UG 8N — T §AR 3fclid 3R eRf &) wgrl aard €, R amf 3
hell

“There must be strict measures against misuse and vandalism. Fossils should be accessible
to people, but they must also be protected.”

3R dsWIs & A% g UM §F AT SHared Al &t Ugd & g d1gy, dfd
I Wferd o fopan i =nfgw

In 2006, Mr. Verma stumbled upon hundreds of dinosaur eggs. He borrowed money to rent
a truck and move some to a government museum in Mandav.

2006 H #t 30 3 APl SATER 33 Adt | I ¢ AT W T 3R T8 & Aigd &
TRET TURTAT T 3 T P RIT Fof R

But that wasn’t enough to protect them. In 2013, some of the eggs were stolen and the rest
were locked away from public view.

Afr1 78 3= T & fog yaf 61 411 2013 H $© 9i3 IRT fo1W 1T 3R a1t & ArdeiAd
= I R g I fear mam

“One day they were on the shelf and the other day they weren’t,” said Ashok Sahni, a
veteran Indian palaeontologist of the theft.

T 7 3 Ve W U 3R g e 761, 39 IR R aRE YR QRISTafaz= =i dg=it 3
Eal
“Well, when money comes into the picture, it's very difficult in a country like ours to safeguard
anything... They did that at the Mandav museum and still, they lost some of the dinosaur

" 00 o o & m SN v e e e 8 o 2., T

Hisa wugTad B U faan ofR R off o8 SRR 8 @ feul

Fossils for Sale

ICEARTS

Fossils aren'’t just prey for vandals or roadside sellers anymore. A simple Google search
can lead to sites openly selling fossilised dinosaur eggs.

ST 3@ had AMSHIS HIA ardl IT Js& fraR faparsit & ReR 781 g1 T Jraru
TRTA W 3TUH! SHARH AR 33 37 dTel Wigel db o S Yabal g
They’ve also become trophies for the rich.

3 319 SHRI Y giftpal 1 s U B

The stegosaurus fossil that sold for a record $44.6 million at Sotheby’s last year went to
hedge fund trader Kenneth Griffin.

Oea a1 Jiddt 3 Nois $44.6 fafera o faow ThMERE shard 39 hs AUR! Yy
Rrfte= o urg T

The fossil frenzy has even drawn Hollywood celebrities like Nicolas Cage and Leonardo
DiCaprio, who once had a bidding war over a dinosaur skull.

SHiaredl &1 9 gieigs gfaral o fRetar de ok feraarst fsd iy ot +ft Hier am,
6 U TR SARIR &1 Wus! | didl gg aeT|
Sotheby’s has further stoked the appetite, carving out a new department in 2021 selling
fossils alongside space and cinema memorabilia.

T 7 3R 3T 9312, 2021 T U Fa1 faunT Y= fohrar forad sharent & srafver v e
wfer forgl & a1y = |

A few years ago, a draft plan for a national fossil repository in India raised hopes. But that
plan has barely progressed.

DB 1ol Uee HRA H AP SIar=d HSR B U URvY Iiei A IHite oS ot | ifce a8
aﬁwg&mﬁé’f&wﬁaﬁl
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o Experts warn that in its absence, India’s prehistoric treasures remain vulnerable to

auctions abroad.

2oy AT 29 € 6 59P 3rH1a § YRd & ymfaeTiie e fageh ferdt & fie

SRR T T

e “With no law to prohibit their extraction or sale, it's entirely possible that dinosaur eggs from
India have found their way into overseas markets,” said Mr. Bajpai.

T P P 31U H, Sl I FMepTer A1 §9 I A Hap, T§ I X6 IHA ¢ [ WRA P
SRR 33 fad=h aeIRY d& ugd 9% ©f,” off Irids A Fal

e For now, the 27 fossilised vertebrae Mr. Bajpai found of the Vasuki indicus rest in a box at

IIT-Roorkee.

fOrerera, off FoTUE & e gt SfEHH & 27 SRy FRATH AT -TSH & Th fos

HIQ gl

e Atan estimated 49 _feet, the giant python-like snake would have been longer than the T. rex.
T 49 Wi daT I8 fawne SR S T &Y. Yo ¥ +ft s81 g

e Only time will tell if this fossil will be safeguarded as a national treasure, safe from any

auction block.

HacT GHY B FATE o 1 g SiaT= el TR eRIgR & FU § e X9 SR ot

et sare I JRféd S|

Answers to August 21 quiz:

1. Unit of radiation dose due to eating
fruits - Ans: Banana-equivalent
dose

2. Time unit to track nuclear chain
reactions - Ans: Shakes (of a lamb’s
tail)

3. Unit used as a stand-in for large
numbers - Ans: Sagan

4. Speed unit equal to 0.17 mm per
second - Ans: Furlong per fortnight
5. Unit of risk of death equalto 1 in a
million - Ans: Micromort

Visual: August Beer

o Unit of radiation dose due to eating fruits —
Ans: Banana-equivalent dose

el ) @M g arent fAfpeor @R1e &1 3078
— I SAT-THIT GIH

e Time unit to track nuclear chain reactions
— Ans: Shakes (of a lamb’s tail)

TR e sfufsharatt &) ¢ B B T
THTS — I A (VS & 9= B! YD BT AP
e Unit used as a stand-in for large numbers —
Ans: Sagan

TSI @3 & g TR & S arefl 3Ts -
IR R

Speed unit equal to 0.17 mm per second —
Ans: Furlong per fortnight

Tfa gp1E 11 0.17 et ufd Aps & RR B -
IR BT yfer gaarsT

e Unit of risk of death equal to 1 in a million
— Ans: Micr

m%ﬁ@ﬁﬁw@ﬁm&mh%w%—w:m

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number :

9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page52


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Government’s new

Gﬂvemment’s new minimum export price on

natural honey

minimum export pricé IRsR F1 WPpias g
on natural honey R T e e e
GSIIEMEP 400 St w21

in § per tonne.

The . The government has cut the
Minimum Export Price (MEP) on natural
, governme nt honey from $2,000 per tonne to $1,400 per

. . tonne till the end of this year, according to a
has cut the Minimum Export Price (MEP) on  notification.

natural honey from 52,000 per tonne to T AT & SR TRBR  YIpferp
. . TEE R YAqH fatd &I (MEP) 31 $2,000
$1,400 per tonne till the end of this year, ufY T & TeTER $1,400 UFY @ I AT S,
according to a notification. Exports below ~ Stsdad % sid do ampzemm
this MEP are not permitted. em ;ermittef_xpms jretow this MEP are not
9 MEP ¥ &8 IR i &t srafa T8t g1
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What does the new online gaming Act outline?

What has the World Health Organization said about Real Money Games? How are e-sports and social gaming segments different from online money games? What are

the penalties laid out in the Act with respect to engaging with online money games? Has the Supreme Court intervened?

EXPLAINER

Virag Gupta

The story so far:
n August 20, the Lok Sabha
passed the Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 after seven minutes
of discussion. The Rajya Sabha passed it
the next day and the Bill became law after
Presidential Assent on August
22. Government data suggests that
Indians are losing -¥15,000 crore every
year due to “Real Money Games” (RMGs).
‘The World Health Organization (WHO)
has linked RMGs to compulsive
behaviour, psychological distress,
financial hardship, and an overall
disruption of family life. Reflecting these
dangers, 32 cases of suicide attributed to
online gaming addiction have been
reported in Karnataka in the past 31
months. The RMG industry says this ban
may threaten more than two lakh jobs
across 400+ companies.

What are the three segments of
online games?

The Act has proposed three categories for
online games — e-sports, social gaming
and RMGs. While the Act aims to promote
e-sports and social gaming segments, it
seeks to ban all forms of RMGs and its
advertisements.

The Act defines an online money game
as an online game played regardless of
whether it is based on skill, chance or
both, and is played after a fee-payment or
with an expectation of wining money or
other stakes (can include credits, coins,
tokens, virtual money, etc. which can be
converted to money). Under such a
definition, variants of popular games like
Poker, Rummy, Fantasy Cricket, and Ludo
would be classified as RMGs. Several such
platforms are represented by celebrities
including Ranbir Kapoor and Aamir Khan
(Dreaml1), M.S. Dhoni (WinZo), Hrithik
Roshan (RummyCircle) and Sourav
Ganguly (MylICircle).

With respect to e-sports, the Act
defines them as games which are
recognised under the National Sports
Governance Act, 2025 and are registered
with the proposed regulatory authority. It
may include the payment of a registration
or participation fee alongside
performance-based prize money.
Examples include games like Grand Theft
Auto and Call of Duty.

While there is no legal definition of
social gaming, included in the
broader category of online games defined
as games played on an electronic or
digital device and operated as a software
through the Internet. Under Section 4 of
this Bill, the government can facilitate the
development and availability of online
social games for recreational and
educational purposes.

What does it say about regulation?
Offering online money games or engaging
in transaction or authorisation of funds
for the same will be punishable with
imprisonment of up to three years, a fine
of up to ¥ crore, or both. Unlawful
advertisement will be punishable with
imprisonment of up to two years, a fine of
up to 50 lakh, or both. Under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, offences shall be cognisable
and non-bailable. The central government
stated that the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-IN) will
be tasked with blocking or disabling apps
that continue to provide banned money
gaming services in India, and if needed, it
may rope in Interpol to bring in offshore

operators of money gaming platforms. IT
Minister Ashwani Vaishnaw clarified in a
statement that no penal action for players
has been codified.

The Act empowers the Central
government to notify and constitute a
regulatory authority to recognise,
categorise, and register online games. In
2023, the IT Ministry amended the
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Amendment Rules, 2021, treating online
gaming firms like intermediaries. The
amended rules envisaged a system of
self-regulated bodies with government
oversight. Online gaming firms were
required to comply with KYC norms, and
uphold measures to safeguard chi
through measures for parental acc
control alongside age rating mechanisms
based on the nature and type of content.

The new Act makes no provisions to
constraint minors from playing online
social games or e-sports. It also provides
for a budget allocation from the
Consolidated Fund of India to promote
online social gaming in the country.

‘Why has the government brought in
the Act?
Mr. Vaishnaw said the Act was a response
to complaints from users who had lost
thousands of crores on online money
games, and that it was not a knee-jerk
reaction. He said that there is irrefutable
proof that the algorithms of online
gaming firms do not allow for any user to
emerge as a net winner in the long run.
A Parliamentary Panel Report (2023)
stated that gaming portals have become
agents for funding terror activities. A 2022
Financial Intelligence Report reported
that online gaming firms had evaded tax
0f 32,000 crore. Further, the Defence

Ministry’s think tank found that the
Chinese App, FIEWIN, has defrauded
Indian users of ¥400 crore, with an ED
investigation finding evidence of use of
mule accounts and cryptocurrency
wallets. In yet another report, the
government said that gaming companies
were involved in GST tax evasion of
330,000 crore.

The current Act says that the
unchecked expansion of RMGs is linked to
financial fraud, money laundering, tax
evasion and many other unlawful
activities. It also states that gaming firms
rely on opaque algorithms designed to
manipulate user engagement, and that
games can also be operated by bots or
undisclosed agents undermining fairness
and transparency. Additionally, the Act
says that gaming firms operate from
offshore jurisdictions bypassing domestic
laws, undermining state level regulations
and presenting significant enforcement
challenges in terms of extra-territorial
jurisdiction and interstate inconsistences.
However, while the Act proposes to
establish a robust legal framework, the
same is not reflected in the contents of
the Act. Gaming companies may still
bypass restrictions through VPNs,
information cash play, or other
mechanisms.

What have courts said?

Entries 34 and 62 of the State List in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution
places the regulation and taxation of
betting and gambling within the
Jjurisdiction of State governments. And
various State governments have taken
regulatory actions before. In 2017,
Telangana became the first State to ban all
forms of online gaming including
skill-based games. In 2020, Andhra

GETTY IMAGES.

Pradesh banned online gambling, and in
2022, Tamil Nadu banned games such as
Rummy and Poker.

In 2023, the Indian government
reclassified GST brackets for online
gaming along with casinos and horse
racing, putting them in the same bracket
as lotteries and betting. In October 2023,
it imposed a uniform 28% GST on the
entire entry fee/deposit, instead of
platform commission. Gaming firms
opposed this move, claiming that their
platforms were skill based, and termed
retrospective taxes as unfair and
damaging. The Supreme Court (SC) this
year granted a stay on notices issued to
online gaming companies. The top court’s
decisions on whether fantasy sports,
poker and rummy should be treated as
games of skills or gambling, and on
retrospective tax for RMG firms, are
awaited. The Central government has
requested the SC for one more week to
file submissions in the GST dispute on
online gaming, with industry players
arguing that games of skill cannot be
equated with gambling.

The SC had earlier said that games like
Rummy and Fantasy Sports involved a
substantial degree of skill and cannot be
equated with gambling. This Act does not
distinguish between games of skills and
games of chance, leading critics of the Act
to say that it erases the intelligible

g‘émpau’un. If the matter is challenged,
then the SC can step in to shield the
gaming industry with interim relief or
issue a notice to the government to
explain the rationale behind such a law.

Virag Gupta is an advocate at the
Supreme Court.

What does the new online gaming Act outline?
Y 3fTrarg AT sififeas & < yrayT= 82

On August 20, the Lok Sabha passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 after seven minutes of discussion. The Rajya Sabha passed it the next day and the
Bill became law after receiving Presidential Assent on August 22.

20 3R $! AHHHT 3 I1d fie ot 9af & a1 sifarg- i "o oix fafvaw=

THE GIST

v

The Act has proposed three
categories for online games —
e-sports, social gaming and
Real Money Games (RMGs).
While the Act aims to promote
e-sports and social gaming
segments, it seeks to ban all
forms of RMGs and its
advertisements.

v

Offering online money games
or engaging in transaction or
authorisation of funds for the
same will be punishable with
imprisonment of up to three
years, a fine of up to 21 crore,
or both.

v

Entries 34 and 62 of the State
List in the Seventh Schedule of
the Constitution places the
regulation and taxation of
betting and gambling within
the jurisdiction of State
governments
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Government data suggests that Indians are losing ~¥15,000 crore every year due to “Real
Money Games (RMGs)”.

WHR! sfivs! T gdT I g fob URAT &R It “Reaet = AT (RMGs)” & HRUT TRTHT
215,000 HIS 7T B B

The World Health Organization (WHO) has linked RMGs to compulsive behaviour,
psychological distress, financial hardship, and an overall disruption of family life.

fay TR WIST (WHO) 3 RMGs & SIS R] e, HHRIS 14, 3 Hie-rs 3R
RaRe Sfiad & THY fageT T s 8|

Reflecting these dangers, 32 cases of suicide attributed to online gaming addiction have
been reported in Karnataka in the past 31 months.

2 T@RI P! <2 gL, s 31 7 @ Fafesd # sifHars AT &1 @d I IS 32 TaTgn
& HTHA Gl [T U B

The RMG industry says this ban may threaten more than two lakh jobs across 400+
companies.

RMG INT &1 Bl © [ I8 uldsy 400+ Huf-rai & g ar@ & it Nfa) & ok &
ST IhdT g

What are the three segments of online games?

TS Wl & A9 TS B A 52

The Act has proposed three categories for online games — e-sports, social gaming and
RMGs. While the Act aims to promote e-sports and social gaming segments, it seeks to ban
all forms of RMGs and its advertisements.

ST 3 SiFTeTeT Bl 3 T A AoraT e o8 § — S, e AT o
RMGs | Saf iffaw &7 3530 §-T0y 3R Ti=re AT WSt &1 9¢rar 31 8, I8 RMGs
3R I fasoT & Tt = 0f WR ufdsre oI Srea B

The Act defines an online money game as an online game played regardless of whether it is
based on skill, chance or both, and is played after a fee-payment or with an expectation of
winning money or other stakes (can include credits, coins, tokens, virtual money, etc. which
can be converted to money).

S Sifarg A=t A9 &1 39 YHR RYIRNG FRd1 € for a8 BIRra, |ahT a1 g1 R
TR B bl §, 3R 3 Y[ewh-YITAT I1 UJT Sfid= a1 39 gig Bt IA{E & 1Y Tl Sl &
(ST wfee, Rad, TieH, agsra Tt 31fe wMfid 81 Iad § fof U9 & Sgar o el §) |

Under such a definition, variants of popular games like Poker, Rummy, Fantasy Cricket,
and Ludo would be classified as RMGs.

Tt gfRuTT & ded Wi, Thi, Bt fbde ok ISt S Al Wl & YhUl RMGs &
w0 ¥ Fifferd forg Sma|

Several such platforms are represented by celebrities including Ranbir Kapoor and Aamir
Khan (Dream11), M.S. Dhoni (WinZo), Hrithik Roshan (RummyCircle) and Sourav
Ganguly (My11Circle).

T 3 WICHH! $T U@ It $d g o e & 0k SR ok iR &=
(Dream11), TH.GH. HiHt (WinZo), Bfd® A= (RummyCircle) sﬁ:—gw et
(My11Circle)|

With respect to e-sports, the Act defines them as games which are recognised under the
National Sports Governance Act, 2025 and are registered with the proposed regulatory
authority.

3-WIeH & Hey H, fifam 3% UG Wall & wu H uRHIid 1 ¢ o Ity @ e
S, 2025 & T8d AT U & SR TRATiad e Wifteor & 91y Ushid ¢ |

It may include the payment of a registration or participation fee alongside performance-
based prize money. Examples include games like Grand Theft Auto and Call of Duty.

Y UetieRor a1 URiieRY e & TIY-T1Y TeRH-3uTRd qRIBR AR 61 Y M gl
T g1 IaTeRun # U Aue Sl 3R dia 3HTh YT o Ta M g
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While there is no legal definition of social gaming, it is included in the broader category of
online games defined as games played on an electronic or digital device and operated as a
software through the Internet.

BTl RIS AT P} BIS B URHIN TG 5, T Sfiarsd Wai &1 oamas Joft 7 2nfbe
foran T g O gaaeie a1 feforea fEarga . Qe omar § 8iR gevqe $ ureaq |
AIreddR & EU H Warferd fasar S |

Under Section 4 of this Bill, the government can facilitate the development and availability of
online social games for recreational and educational purposes.

29 fAdd B URT 4 & I8d, WBR HARGH R Aferes Il & g sifars Jiwra 7=y &
fIH SR Ul B! JH 1 Gl gl

What does it say about regulation?

e & IR ° 59 1 HET T |2

Offering online money games or engaging in transaction or authorisation of funds for the
same will be punishable with imprisonment of up to three years, a fine of up to ¥1 crore,
or both.

SATIATS T TRT DT UGB HAT AT 3 (oY AH-¢-1/FT 1 Sgafa o1 i1 |1e a ot
¥3, 21 BAS dP BT AT, TT ST I S gNTI

Unlawful advertisement will be punishable with imprisonment of up to two years, a fine of
up to ¥50 lakh, or both.

313y fagTu= & e S ATel dF B e, €50 TG dP BT AT, AT EH1 BT ¢S I

Under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, offences shall be
cognisable and non-bailable.

YR AR TR AT (BNSS), 2023 & Ted SWRY I 3R A-STH g |

The central government stated that the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team
(CERT-IN) will be tasked with blocking or disabling apps that continue to provide banned
money gaming services in India, and if needed, it may rope in Interpol.

F% WHR 3 F8T fb YR FeR STUTTe WiAfhaT €1 (CERT-IN) 31 38 ¥
W/sr&mwwmopm@mwunﬁﬁuﬂﬁﬁuﬁﬁﬂamﬁﬁﬁﬂ@mmmﬁ% R afe
I H gorl ot 39 gexura & +f =nfa fosar o e 21

IT Minister Ashwani Vaishnaw clarified that no penal action for players has been codified.
aﬁﬁnﬁ%m%ﬁﬁwm%m&mmmﬁwaﬁ%mmﬁ
far mar gl
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